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Observatory of Cultural Policies in Africa

The Observatory is a Pan African international NGO created in 2002 with the support of African Union, the Ford Foundation, and UNESCO. Its aim is to monitor cultural trends and national cultural policies in the region and to enhance their integration in human development strategies through advocacy, information, research, capacity building, networking, co-ordination, and co-operation at the regional and international levels. 
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A. News from OCPA

Activities of the Executive Director and the Staff of the OCPA Secretariat

A.1 Mission with the Delegation of the African Union to Conakry
The Executive Director of OCPA took part in an African Union mission led by Angela Martins, Head of the Commission's Culture Division, in Conakry, capital of the Republic of Guinea. The purpose of this mission was to mobilize States for the ratification of the African Cultural Renaissance Charter. A very rare event marked this mission: for the first time, the mission took part in the plenary session during which the Guinean National Assembly examined and debated the content and desirability of the Charter. In conclusion, the Assembly voted unanimously for the ratification of the Charter.
The discussions went on with the consideration of the draft law on intellectual property as well as on the UNESCO Underwater Heritage Convention. These debates concluded also with a favorable vote for the submitted bills.
The mission then met the President of the National Assembly who expressed his appreciation for finally seeing a cultural mission of the Union to visit Guinea in relation of an important project. He expressed the wish to see soon AU delegations come to assist Guinean cultural promoters in the implementation of the regulations adopted.
To close its mission, the delegation organized a working session with the official services in charge of cultural programs in the country as well as the professionals of the different cultural associations. In addition to the AU and OCPA representatives, the mission included the Director of the African World Heritage Fund and the President of AFRIMA, Lagos Music Festival.
***
A.2 Mission to Rijeka for the International Conference on Cultural Relations between Europe and Africa
Previously Mr. Mbuyamba had participated in the European Union International Conference on Cultural Relations between Europe and Africa organized at the University of Rijeka in Croatia. At this meeting he had played the dual role of moderator of the session devoted to cultural networks and panelist at the Workshop on African Cities and European Capitals of Culture.
At the end of these exchanges, the particular case of the city of Marrakech in Morocco, which is expected to be the first capital city of culture in Africa in 2020, is the subject of a careful examination and discussion between the representatives of the City, the Commission of the European Union and the African Union and the OCPA for technical input.
***
A.3 Working meeting in Paris
On his return from Rijeka, the Executive Director made a stopover in Paris where he had a long working meeting with Máté Kovács, OCPA Research Coordinator to review the current and future activities of the Observatory.
***
A.4 Finalization of the document proposed by the OCPA for the Forum of Ministers of Culture (UNESCO, Paris, November 2019)
In the meantime, OCPA continued to finalize the document proposed to UNESCO for the next Forum of Ministers of Culture with the approach of an Implementation Strategy elaborated by Hamadou Mande, Assistant Research Coordinator of OCPA.
***
A.5 Mission to Brazzaville for a visit to the headquarters of the African Music Council
The month of June ended on a mission of Mr Mbuyamba in Brazzaville in Congo. This mission, which is a periodic visit to the headquarters of the African Music Council, of which he is president, was essentially devoted to the preparation of the African participation in the celebration in Paris in September 2019 of the 70th anniversary of the International Music Council. The opportunity has been seized by the OCPA Executive Director, at the request of several cultural organizations members of RICADIA as well as the African Union Commission, to take the last information on the next long-awaited edition of the Pan-African Festival of music (FESPAM).
***

A.6 OCPA Publications

In relation with its research activities OCPA has produced some 25 books and publications such as a strategy document (2004) and a research programme (2007 and 2010) on the cultural indicators of human development in Africa, a book on “African Musics – New Stakes and New Challenges” (with UNESCO, 2005), the Observatory’s 1st and 2nd Medium Term Strategy and Plan of Action (2006 and 2011), the Compendium of basic reference texts for cultural policies in Africa (E/F/S, 2006 and 2009), the Guidelines for the Design and Evaluation of National Cultural Policies in Africa (2008 an 2009). The Proceedings of the International Symposium on Policies, Strategies and Experiences in Financing Culture in Africa was published in 2010, the Manual for Training Specialist of Cultural Policy and Management in Africa and the book on the Contribution of Culture to Poverty reduction in Africa were produced in 2013.
***

Most of the Reports of some 25 meetings and training sessions organized by OCPA are published at http://ocpa.irmo.hr/activities/meetings/index-en.html.

Some 25 articles published in books and reviews of the OCPA Partners (Culturelink, AFRICOM, Interarts - Barcelona, África e Mediterraneo, Wale keru, Arts Management, Itau Cultural – Sao Paolo, Brazil, University of Pécs – Hungary, University of Gerona – Spain, Catalonia, Institute for African Culture and International Understanding - IACIU, Abeokuta, Nigeria, African Institute of the United Nations for Economic Development and Planning - IDEP, Dakar, etc.
***

For previous news and OCPA activities click on

http://www.ocpanet.org/activities/news/index-en.html
***
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B. News, events and projects in Africa

B.1 Côte d'Ivoire: Contemporary Art - A Major Axis of Cultural Patronage for the Société Générale
Société Générale Côte d'Ivoire has a collection of contemporary art rich with works of renowned artist of the country and the sub-region.

According to the General Manager, Mr Aymeric Villebrun, the Societe Generale's artistic adventure began in 1995 with the aim of "sharing the values of diversity, openness, innovation and commitment."In addition, Mr. Villebrun announced an art competition in October to spot young talent. In its commitment, this bank plans to build a "house of art" in Grand-Bassam.

Professor Yacouba Konaté, director of the Rotonde des arts, honorary president of the International Association of Art Critics (AICA) has qualified this initiative as an "original program relevant in its approaches".

Source: https://www.allafrica.com/stories/201906170448.html
***

B.2 European Union / Portuguese-Speaking Countries: Scholarships in Music and Performing Arts
Luanda - The European Union (EU) has announced the availability of 24 scholarships for Master 1 and 2 in Music and Performing Arts. The first phase of registration is from June 14th to July 4th, for the candidates of the master 1 and from July 5th to September 12th for the candidates of the master 2.

Scholarships for Portuguese-speaking African countries (PALOP) and East Timor are part of the ProCulture-Promotion of Employment in Recipes in the Cultural Sector. Between 2019 and 2020, 48 international master 1 and master 2 scholarships will be awarded to strengthen the skills of the cultural sectors of the six countries involved in this project in the fields of music and performing arts.

The program aims to contribute to the job creation and revenue generating in the cultural economy at Palop and East Timor, between 2019 and 2023, with a budget of 19 million euros.

Source: https://www.allafrica.com/stories/201906190796.html
***

B.3 Morocco: Recognizing the Amazigh Language as an Official Language, a Great Step Forward, an Example for Many Other Countries
After many years of waiting, the House of Representatives unanimously approved in plenary session the draft organic law defining the process of implementation of the official character of the Amazigh language, as well as the modalities of its integration into the and in the priority areas of public life, according to a statement from the House of Representatives.

For the Minister of Culture and Communication, Mohamed El Aâraj, this bill is a "historic moment" that is part of the implementation of Article 5 of the Constitution. The said project will have a key role in the process of implementing the official character of the Amazigh, which constitutes a common heritage of all Moroccans without exception, since it introduces it as official language to be used in the life of the country including for education, justice and media.

The legal text will promote the Amazigh language and the protection of this cultural and civilizational heritage, he said in a statement that it is an important step in the process of consecration of the achievements acquired in this area.

Source: https://www.allafrica.com/stories/201906140600.html
***

B.4 Senegal: Cultural Journalists at the School of Music Criticism

Dakar - A meeting aimed at strengthening the capacity of cultural journalists in music criticism was held in Dakar at the initiative of the Goethe Institut. Entitled "Salon of Music Journalism + Ndajé +", this course will last eight months (from May 2019 to January 2020), for a two-day session every month, for equipping journalists with tools for the analysis of musical creations.

The meeting is hosted by Michael Soumah, who has thirty years of experience in musical animation and believes that one needs "a good musical culture" for a good musical critic, but also "a good knowledge on musical techniques and instrument as well as the arrangements, programming and staging necessary for a performance of a professional quality."

Michael Soumah, himself a musician, says that the critics are expected not to criticize "negatively, nor to destroy anyone", but to "criticize constructively and to express a professional opinion on a performance".

More information at https://www.allafrica.com/stories/201906140570.html
***

B.5 Validation workshop on Djibouti's national culture policy (Djibouti, 25 – 26 June 2019)
A National Validation workshop for Djibouti's first National Culture Policy took place on 25 and 26 June 2019 in Djibouti. It was organized by the Djibouti Ministry of Muslim Affairs, Culture and Waqf Assets and UNESCO for finalizing the country's first national culture policy, which aims to harness the potential of cultural and creative industries, natural and cultural heritage, and intangible cultural heritage to contribute to sustainable development in line with Djibouti’s Vision 2035, African Union’s Agenda 2063 and United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals.

Contact: k.monteil@unesco.org
***

B.6 Angola: Announcement on the holding of the first biennial of Luanda
The program of the Biennial, called "Panafrican Forum for the Culture of Peace", to be held from 18 to 22 September, was presented to the Angolan diplomats at the VIII Consultative Council of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, by the Minister of Culture, Carolina Cerqueira.

The event, jointly organized by the Government of Angola, the African Union and UNESCO, will bring together representatives of African governments, the diaspora, civil society, the artistic and scientific community, as well as academic institutions and international organizations. This event aims to create a space for reflection on themes such as the culture of peace and non-violence, the role of youth in the fight against corruption and the dissemination of artistic works. Carolina Cerquira said that the event would allow for a new vision of coexistence and the relationship between Africans and the diaspora.

With the Biennial of Luanda, Angola also wants to promote harmony and fraternity among peoples through cultural and civic activities and events, with the integration of African elites and representatives of civil society, traditional and religious authorities as well as intellectuals, artists and sportsmen.

Luanda will be transformed into a space of exchange and promotion of African culture, engaging the individualities related to the arts, politics, society, among others.

The Biennale is still aimed at creating an African movement capable of spreading the importance of a culture of peace, taking into account the development and affirmation of African countries in several areas, particularly in the defense of human rights.

Read the article at https://www.allafrica.com/stories/201906200862.html
***
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C. News about cultural policies, institutions and resources in Africa

C.1 About Aspire Art Auctions

Aspire Art Auctions is a South African-based, specialist auctioneering company formed to respond to the requirements of the country’s rapidly growing art industry.

Specialising in historical, modern and contemporary art, the company is headed by a grouping of partners with formidable collective knowledge and expertise – together representing the longest combined secondary art market presence in South Africa.

With collective art industry experience of more than eighty years, Art Specialists Emma Bedford, Jacqui Carney, Kathryn Del Boccio, Ruarc Peffers and Marelize van Zyl produce curated auctions of top-quality international, African and South African art. In the short time since Aspire’s inception, the company has set some of the most significant records for Modern and Contemporary artists from this country and the continent. This is testimony to the growing strength and following of this coveted brand. Buyers and sellers alike are reliably rewarded by choosing Aspire to handle their most cherished and significant artworks.

Artmailer info@artmail.co.za
***

C.2 Morocco: The 22nd edition of the Gnaoua Festival and world music (Essaouira, 20 - 23 June 2019)

This project is doing a little more each year, demonstrating its importance and relevance. A model project that paved the way for the role that culture can play in the development of cities and territories. Few cities in the world can boast of having a cultural event of international importance. This metamorphosis has been possible thanks to the contribution of everyone, because we must not forget that a festival that is both popular and international like this requires the mobilization of all, organizers, authorities, elected officials, civil society, partners and sponsors, media, tourism professionals, and the public of course, whose population of Essaouira so welcoming. It is an entire city that is mobilized.

Culture has a vital role to play in development, it is a sector in its own right. We must come out of the image of the cultural actor begging for subsidies and attention. Many investors and professionals want their sector to be considered in a more structured ecosystem, through stronger public-private partnership, legislation, taxation, a more responsive training system, better access to finance.
Read more at https://www.allafrica.com/stories/201906190650.html
***

C.3 Congo-Brazzaville: Espace Sony-Labou-Tansi - The culture less and less present
The space is regularly occupied by kermesses, to the point where the artists of all categories and the average citizen wonder if this place does not move away from its vocation, its first mission being to promote the Congolese culture.

The Cultural Circle Sony Labou Tansi can not do anything for lack of resources and relies on cultural and commercial partners to deal with the expenses inherent in the operation. According to the director of the premises, Célestin Ganongo "The Cultural Circle has no more grant since 2014 which amounted to thirty-five million CFA francs per year".

Cultural partners pay nothing because they contribute to the life of the center. Thus, since the beginning of the current year, more than a dozen activities have been organized in the cultural field, including concerts of urban music in February, the international festival Bimoko in April, the Maloba festival; a cultural day on theater and dance. He is currently holding a fair called Festival Village, organized by a commercial partner for the holidays.

Source: https://www.allafrica.com/stories/201906210253.html
***

C.4 Burkina Faso: Tiwga Iron Metallurgy - UNESCO Experts Visit Site
The Ministry of Culture, Arts and Tourism organized on June 14, 2019, a field visit to the site of the old Tiwga Ironworks a few kilometers from Kaya in North Central. Initiated for the benefit of African experts, members of the UNESCO World Heritage Committee, the purpose of this visit was to discover this cultural property competing for the UNESCO Heritage List.

Burkina Faso makes every effort to register the sites of ancient iron metallurgy on the UNESCO World Heritage List at the next session of the Organizing Committee scheduled for June 30 to July 10, 2019 in Baku in Azerbaijan. The African experts gathered in Ouagadougou for the 4th meeting of the Group G 5A of UNESCO (it gathers13 States) went on the site where the furnaces of artisanal mining of iron is located.

Source: https://www.allafrica.com/stories/201906180712.html
***

C.5 Mauritius: National Archives - The Poor Parent of Public Services
Take a critical look at the National Archives. Crossing the ramparts of the duty of reserve officials, Jean-Marie Huron, secretary of the Society of History of Mauritius, made a list of all that "hinders" researchers. It was Thursday, June 13, during a workshop for the International Week of Archives. The theme of this campaign: "Designing the Archives in the 21st century".

"Unfortunately, the National Archives are among the poor parents of public services," he said.

A building uniting the National Archives and the National Library is long overdue. Funding has been provided by India. An Indian consultant has already come to collect the specifications of the institutions. Next steps are expected. Other priorities concern the digitization of documents, the collection of copied private archives and the collection of oral testimonies.

Source: https://www.lexpress.mu/article/354908/archives-nationales-parent-pauvre-service-publics
***
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D. News, institutions, resources and events in other regions

D.1 LIKE - Conference - European Challenges for Culture 2019

For its 25th anniversary, LIKE – network of European regions and cities for culture - is setting up a new European meeting for local governments, cultural organisations and researchers.

On October 24th & 25th 2019, the first edition of the conference «European Challenges for culture» will be held in Lille (France). LIKE network’s annual conference is a privileged opportunity for debates on key European topics for the future of the cultural sector.

This new conference is meant to create a dialogue between researchers, policy makers and cultural professionals. The crossed views of these cultural stakeholders highlights the issues for future public policies of culture at the national and local level, and engages a collaborative analysis on issues like

· cultural diplomacy for the EU in the context of the rise of populisms and nationalisms;
· impacts of the Brexit on EU’s cultural diplomacy;
· internet giants and cultural contents, homogeneisation and cultural diversity,
· the benefits of the new European Copyright Directive;
· possibilities of technological sovereignty for/through culture possible in Europe.
Web site: http://www.likeculture.eu/
Contact: info@likeculture.eu
***

D.2 Vlassis A. & De Beukelaer C. (2018). The Creative Economy as a Versatile Policy Script: Role of Competing International Organizations. Media, Culture & Society

Since the early 2000s, several intergovernmental organizations (IGOs) have advanced the idea that the creative economy could be a 'feasible development option'. The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) took the lead by preparing the 2008 and 2010 Creative Economy Reports, whereas the UESCO and UNDP executed the 2013 report. More at
https://www.academia.edu/login?post_login_redirect_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.academia.edu%2Ft%2Fa-M34CNTE-UzbRb%2Fresource%2Fwork%2F38782031%2FVlassis_A._and_De_Beukelaer_C._2018_._The_Creative_Economy_as_a_Versatile_Policy_Script_Exploring_the_Role_of_Competing_International_Organizations._Media_Culture_and_Society%3Fauto%3Ddownload%26campaign%3Dweekly_digest
***

D.3 Antonios Vlassis (2018), The international politics of the nexus 'culture and development': four policy agendas for whom and for what?
In The Routledge Handbook of Global Cultural Policy - Culture and development are both ubiquitous and highly contested terms in social sciences. By paraphrasing Joseph Nye's quote on power and love (Nye 1990, p. 177), I should perhaps acknowledge two things: whereas culture, like love, is easier to experience than to define or measure, development seems to be the reverse; it's easier to define or measure than to experience. In recent years, there has been a proliferation of international norms dealing with the 'culture and development' nexus,... More at
https://www.academia.edu/38781990/Antonios_Vlassis_2018_The_international_politics_of_the_nexus_culture_and_development_four_policy_agendas_for_whom_and_for_what_In_V._Durrer_T._Miller_and_D._OBrien_The_Routledge_Handbook_of_Global_Cultural_Policy_pp._417-429_._London_Routledge
***

D.4 UNESCO: 43rd session of the World Heritage Committee (Baku, Azerbaijan, 30 June - 10 July 2019)
During its annual session, the Committee decides which sites to inscribe on the World Heritage List, or asks the States Parties for further information. The Committee also examines reports on the state of conservation of inscribed sites and makes all other decisions needed to implement the Convention.

The intergovernmental World Heritage Committee consists of twenty-one members who are elected by the General Assembly of States Parties at their biennial meeting.

Web site: https://en.unesco.org/events/43rd-session-world-heritage-committee
***

D.5 Expert meeting on intangible cultural heritage in emergencies (21– 22 May 2019)

Twenty-one international experts gathered on 21 and 22 May at UNESCO Headquarters at the request of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage to explore operational modalities of action for the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage in situation of emergencies.

The dual dimension of emergencies and living heritage was underlined during the event - on one hand the threats on the viability of living heritage in such situations and on the other hand, the role of living heritage as a resource for preparedness, recovery, resilience and reconciliation. Experts highlighted the complexity and breadth of emergencies and their impact on living heritage and stressed that saving people is the first step towards safeguarding living heritage as the latter is inseparable from its bearers. In this regard, cooperation with humanitarian actors and other relevant stakeholders is fundamental.

Experts also highlighted the principle of community-based actions, which is at the core of the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.

The outcomes of the meeting will be reported to the 14th session of the Intergovernmental Committee (Bogota, Colombia, 9 to 14 December 2019).

More at https://ich.unesco.org/en/news/what-to-do-for-intangible-cultural-heritage-in-emergencies-13214
***

D.6 The 7th session of the Conference of Parties to the Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions (UNESCO, Paris,| 5 - 7 June 2019)
The Conference met in Paris to examine the state of implementation of the 2005 Convention and discuss how this contributes to the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals. It took important decisions on the future activities of the Intergovernmental Committee for the 2020-2021 period and elected 12 new members to the IGC. It was preceded by the 2nd edition of the Civil Society Forum to the 2005 Convention.

145 countries examined an Open Roadmap meant to strengthen the Parties’ capacities to promote the diversity of cultural expressions in the digital age and innovative policies.

The Parties approved revised guidelines on “Information Sharing and Transparency” and reviewed the new quadrennial periodic reports of the Parties to the Convention, as well as the report on the state of the International Fund for Cultural Diversity (IFCD). They also discussed the recommendations of the open-ended Working Group on Governance, Procedures and Working Methods of UNESCO’s Governing Bodies.

More at https://en.unesco.org/creativity/governance/statutory-meetings/conference-parties/7th#collapse0
http://uis.unesco.org/en/news/uis-releases-sdg-4-data-book-2019%20%20
***



***

E. Agenda in the African Press

E.1 Links to portals

http://fr.allafrica.com/arts/bydate/?n=1
http://www.africaonline.com/site/africa/arts.jsp
http://www.apanews.net/news/fr/rubrique.php?id=65

http://weekly.ahram.org.eg/2003/646/culture.htm

http://english.alarabonline.org/display.asp?code=zculturez
***

E.2 Selected information from Allafrica/Informations provenant de Allafrica

Seychelles: Music Educators, Performers Meeting in Seychelles Next Month At International Conference

Facilitating and promoting musical arts education in Seychelles and Africa will be the focus of an international conference to be held in the island nation next month. The 11th edition of the Pan African Society for Musical Arts Education (PASMAE) international conference will take place July 1-5 at the International Conference Centre of Seychelles (ICCS). The society's purpose is to foster music and arts in the education of people of all ages throughout Africa and also provide a forum for discussion, debate and advocacy pertaining to musical arts education. Around 100 participants, many of whom are key players in music education from countries around the world, will take part in the conference, which is themed 'Sustainable Musical Arts Education for Africa.' https://allafrica.com/stories/201906210170.html
***
Liberia: KD International Film Festival Open for Entries This Week

Entries for this year's festival (2nd edition), according to Korto Davies, is open until September 30, 2019. This year's festival is open to films produced two years ago to present in all genres that are entertaining, inspiring, educating and also open to Liberians in the Diaspora as well. "At this year's festival, we are seeking out films that capture an untold story or an unlikely hero, an unpredictable connection or an inspiring personal triumph. Unlike last year's edition, which had only three categories, the one this year will boost 15 award categories, including best feature film, best short film, best documentary, best screenplay for a feature, best sound for a feature, actress and actor of the Year." https://allafrica.com/stories/201906180526.html
***

Sudan: Garaham Inspects National Council for Cultural Heritage

Khartoum — Undersecretary of Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Antiquities, Dr Garaham Abdul-Gadir paid an inspection visit to the National Council for Cultural Heritage and got acquainted with its work within framework of current situation the country is experiencing. The undersecretary lauded achievements made by the council and urged it to continue work to promote the Sudanese culture and heritage. He also commended the council efforts on gathering, documentation and archiving the Sudanese heritage. Secretary-General of the National Council for Cultural Heritage, Dr Asaad Abdul-Rahman, for his part, presented a full review about work of the council. https://allafrica.com/stories/201906180411.html
***

South African Music Awards (SAMAs) Celebrates 25 Years of Excellence in the Local Music Industry

This coming weekend, the South African Music Awards (SAMAs) will take a trip down memory lane in celebration of its 25th anniversary, under the theme: 25 to Life. The SAMAs present an opportunity to acknowledge the hard work and dedication of specialists in the local music industry. In honouring the harmonious legacy created over the past 25 years, the hosts have decided to bring out a few big names in the entertainment industry; game-changers who have had a part to play in the advancement of artists and producers in the entertainment space. https://allafrica.com/stories/201906010017.html
***





***

F. Info from newsletters and information services

F.1 News from the International Federation of Arts Councils and Cultural Agencies (IFACCA – ACORNS)

Americas Cultural Summit 2019, Public Forum: 28 June 2019
The Summit 2019 will take place in Buenos Aires, Argentina from 27-29 June 2019, hosted by the Secretary of Culture of the Nation, Argentina in partnership with the International Federation of Arts Councils and Culture Agencies (IFACCA). The programme will explore the theme of Cultural Change in a Diverse Territory and will include a full day of sessions open to the public on Friday 28 June, as well as a Regional Chapter Meeting for Members. The Americas Cultural Summit 2019 will take place alongside the Creative Industries Market of Argentina (MICA) and bring together senior government authorities, public funding bodies, institutions and practitioners from the arts and culture sector across the region to continue conversations started at the inaugural Americas Cultural Summit held in Ottawa, in 2018.

Web site: www.ifacca.org
Contact: info@ifacca.org
***

F.2 Africultures
FESTICAB: Burundi Film and Audiovisual Festival (Bujumbura, May 31 - June 7, 2019)

Launched in 2009, FESTICAB has set itself the goal of promoting the 7th Burundian art not only at the national level but also at the international level. The emergence of new young Burundian directors guarantees us a remarkable improvement of the national audiovisual and cinematographic sector. FESTICAB 2019 has focused on "Youth and Health”; good health of young people is essential in the development. It is obvious that young people are exposed to several problems, among others those of drugs, excessive consumption of alcohol, sexual vagrancy and FESTICAB wants to encourage young people to adopti responsible behavior. http://africultures.com/evenements/?no=49058&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=444
Site web: http://africultures.com/
Contact: http://africultures.com/contact/
***

F.3 News from Ettijahat - Independent Culture

MINA the Second Edition: Artistic Ports & Passages
The second edition of MINA: Artistic Ports & Passages will take place between the 28th of November and the 4th of December 2019. The forum will be hosted in a selection of cultural venues in Beirut. The programme for this edition will include premiers, exhibitions and performances of work produced by artists supported by Ettijahat's Laboratory of Arts programme. Join us in celebrating a wide variety of works in the performing arts, visual arts, creative writing, music and film. The programme will also include specially tailored sessions and discussions on the concept of “Memory”, which will be the theme of this year’s edition, following last edition's theme of “The City” in 2017.

Web site: https://ettijahat.org/
Contact: info@ettijahat.org
***

F.4 The Cultural Policy in the Arab Region (ARCP) Newsletter

Tunisia: A Film Festival Incubator to Cultivate Skills of Promoters of Cinema
This initiative includes training in the design and organisation of film festivals, legal, administrative, and logistical advisory support, ameliorating staff participation, networking with other institutions and festivals, media support, and securing a common workplace. The initiative aims to provide an appropriate environment for the development of festival projects and encouraging new festivals through legal and administrative support, and promoting the programming of festivals through local and foreign partnerships. https://ettijahat.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c786e34ce2060fe1e0b7ea248&id=4d501361a5&e=22896e60b1
***

Funding Guide for Arab Producers for 2019 (in English)
The Beirut DC has released a funding guide for Arab producers. Compiled by Irit Neidhardt, the guide contains information on all support funds and production platforms from which Arab producers can benefit. The guide is available at https://ettijahat.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c786e34ce2060fe1e0b7ea248&id=05348e6f98&e=22896e60b1
Web site:http://www.arabcp.org/site/index
Contact: http://www.arabcp.org/site/contact
***

F.5 C-News - Culturelink Newsletter
International Cultural Relations of the European Union - Europe, the World, Croatia (Rijeka, Croatia, 30 - 31 May 2019)

The conference was held within the framework of the Rijeka - European Capital of Culture 2020 by the Centre for Democracy and Law Miko Tripalo, Rijeka 2020 and the University of Rijeka, in co-operation with Culturelink / IRMO and the Observatoire des politiques culturelles, France, bringing together 200 researchers, professionals, artists, and other participants from European, African, Arab and Asian countries. The discussions offered different insights into goals, modalities and challenges that researchers and cultural operators face when trying to develop more intense cultural cooperation relations, especially between partners in the European Union and other regions of the world. The need to reconceptualize and decentralize cultural policies has been strongly stressed. Discussions pointed towards a stronger orientation of cultural cooperation to the regional and city levels, which may demand an increase in partnerships and the inclusion of various cultural organizations and individuals, often through international and intercultural projects. This implies the strengthening of civic notions of arts, culture and creativity, which introduces soft power strategies that draw on organic cultural resources.

Web site: http://www.culturelink.org
Contact: clink@irmo.hr
***

F.6 Agenda 21 Culture

Conclusions o the 3rd Culture Summit of United Cities and Local Governments (Buenos Aires, 3-5 April 2019)

The 3rd UCLG Culture Summit has served to visualise that cities are the sites where a sustainable development model strongly anchored in culture can become effective. Cities from across the world, represented by their local governments and by civil society activists and organisations, have met to reaffirm their commitment to access and participation in cultural life as a universal right, and with culture as an interpretative framework of contemporary realities. Understanding culture as the fourth pillar of sustainable development also involves placing young people at the centre of decision-making, as full citizens and agents of change and social transformation. It involves the full participation of women, and the design of models for cultural governance and creativity based on collaboration between governmental bodies and all other stakeholders, finding the right balance, as exemplified in the coexistence between public, independent programmes. The Culture Summit has for the first time been held alongside the meeting of the UCLG Executive Bureau, thus counting on the participation of mayors from many cities, as well as representatives of local government associations from across the world.

http://www.agenda21culture.net/summit/3rd-culture-summit
***

The Role of the Artist in Processes of Transformation. Conference on Cultural Policy and Sustainable Development (Bundesakademie Wolfenbüttel, 8./9. July 2019)
Culture is often attributed a major role in sustainable development. Cultural policy is therefore expected to promote mobilization of creativity, innovation and pluralism. Societies in Africa are facing challenges like ethnic conflicts and social marginalisation. Artistic practices can contribute in fostering social cohesion which leads to peace and the creation of pluralistic societies. Artists can channel and defuse conflicts, can contribute to sustainable development. The Conference is hosted by the UNESCO Chair in Cultural Policy for the Arts in Development at the Department of Cultural Policy (University of Hildesheim), the Center for World Music and the Bundesakademie für Kulturelle Bildung Wolfenbüttel. https://www.uni-hildesheim.de/media/fb2/kulturpolitik/aktuelles/pdf/SDG_Wolfenbuettel_Conference_and_Program.pdf
Web site: http://www.agenda21culture.net/
Contact: info@agenda21culture.net
***

F.7 IMC Music World News
Africa can become a big music market

here is a lot of work to do together, but "the potential is really huge, Africa is at the forefront of tomorrow's market," he said at the opening of the MIDEM African forum in Dakar..
Ahttps://fr.allafrica.com/stories/201904100340.html?utm_source=newsletter_274&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=music-world-news
***

Songs of freedom: The soundtracks of political change in Sudan

The uprising in Sudan has been vocal – and musical. 'Tasqut bas!' – just fall, that’s all – was a commonly used slogan by Sudanese as they revolted against military dictator Omar al-Bashir’s 30-year rule. The uprising, which began in December 2018, intensified over the following weeks, forcing Al-Bashir to step down on 11 April 2019.
https://www.musicinafrica.net/magazine/songs-freedom-soundtracks-political-change-sudan?utm_source=newsletter_274&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=music-world-news
***

Mauritania: a musical education in the hands of private

A country with multiple castes where music was transmitted for a long time in the only families of griots, Mauritania has not developed a teaching of music since independence. https://www.musicinafrica.net/fr/magazine/mauritanie-une-education-musicale-aux-mains-des-prives?utm_source=newsletter_277&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=music-world-news
Web site: http://www.imc-cim.org/
Contact: http://www.imc-cim.org/contact-us.html
***

F.8 Nyimbe Pulse - Nyimbe Trust Newsletter

Tracking down Intangible Heritage

The Nyawo Lwami team will this June conduct field visits to the Venda people in the southern border town of Beitbridge, and in Matableleland North province of Zimbabwe, to St Mary’s Nambya community in Hwange, the Tonga Community in Siachilaba, Binga, and the Ndebele people of Lupane. The visits will be conducted by the team along with the community representatives trained at the recent Bulawayo work-shop, and the meat of the work will begin as the project unfolds with the identification and inventorying of dance expressions which are perceived to be in danger of dying away in these communities. Trust Gumbo, research officer and team leader in the field said, I am happy we have achieved the first stage of the ICH the project, which was the community visits, and workshop training for inventorying and the raising awareness on the UN Convention of 2003. Funded by UNESCO, the aim of the project is to enhance the capacity of communities to safeguard traditional dance expressions as performing arts heritage in western Zimbabwe, and therein to build the capacity of cultural stakeholders to undertake community - based inventorying of elements of their heritage.

***

Fair Trade for Culture"

The German Commission for UNESCO has therefore launched the "Fair Trade for Culture" initiative. While the fair trade concept has mainly been applied to the agricultural and textile sectors, it is also highly relevant for the culture and creative industries, especially in the context of globalization and digitization. Creative and cultural workers are confronted with structural inequalities. Living wages, freedom of movement and access to international markets are not yet a reality for many creators and creatives worldwide. Therefore, it is key to promote fair trade in cultural services, goods and intellectual property as well as sustainable value chains. At a global level Article 16 of the 2005 UNESCO Convention calls for "preferential treatment" of cultural practitioners as well as cultural goods and services from the Global South. In order to overcome existing inequalities, industrialized countries with strong economies in particular should develop and implement policies to reduce existing trade barriers, promote the mobility of cultural workers and facilitate access to international markets. It is equally important to promote fair trade for culture between urban and rural cultural spaces and promoters.

Web site: http://www.nhimbe.org/
Contact: joshnyap@nhimbe.org
***





***

Please send addresses, information, and documents for the OCPA list serve, database, documentation centre and web site!
***
Thank you for your interest and co-operation
***
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