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Observatory of Cultural Policies in Africa

The Observatory is a Pan African international NGO created in 2002 with the support of African Union, the Ford Foundation, and UNESCO. Its aim is to monitor cultural trends and national cultural policies in the region and to enhance their integration in human development strategies through advocacy, information, research, capacity building, networking, co-ordination, and co-operation at the regional and international levels. 
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A. News from OCPA

Activities of the Executive Director

A.1 Cooperation with the International Organization of the Francophonie

The international Organization of Francophonie and the Observatory of Cultural Policies in Africa have agreed to sign a Protocole d’Accord for their cooperation in 2016. Two main items have been considered:

· the organization of a Regional Seminar on the Strategy for the Promotion and Implementation of the Charter for African Cultural Renaissance convened with a view to discuss the strategies of the implementation of the African Union Charter of African Cultural Renaissance signed by almost 30 countries in the continent and ratified only by 8 of them.

· the financial support to the OCPA information services.

OCPA avails itself of this opportunity to express its gratitutde to OIF for the continuing support offered to the development of its acivities.

***

A.2 Regional Seminar on the Strategy for the Promotion and Implementation of the Charter for African Cultural Renaissance

The Seminar will be organized in Maputo from 12 to 15 October 2016. The OIF, the African Union Commission and the Ministry of Culture and Tourism of Mozambique will be the main partners in this activity. UNESCO has been requested to join them and contribute. In addition to discuss the main subject, the implementation of the Charter, the Seminar will offer an opportunity to the most significant Regional Cultural Organizations in the continent to have a meeting for the 4th time in a SICADIA (Summit of Cultural Institutions of Africa and of the Diaspora) to revisit and reinforce the strategy of the cooperation among themselves and with African Governments engaged in the implementation of the first phase of the Agenda 2063.

***

A.3 Cooperation with Sierra Leone
In its mandate of providing technical assistance to African States in designing and implementing national and local cultural policies, OCPA has been in contact with the Ministry of Culture of Sierra Leone with a view to advise on the recent legislation initiative with regard to the National Cultural Policy adopted in the country in 2014.

***

A.4 OCPA at the International Conference of the Chinhoyi University of Technology (Zimbabwe, 2 - 5 August 2016)

At the Academic Authorities invitation, the Executive Director will participate in the International Research Conference of the Chinhoyi University of Technology where he will deliver a paper on the importance to respect language diversity with view to promote the intercultural dialogue and mutual understanding in the world. This visit will offer to him an opportunity for an evaluation of the process engaged by OCPA at UNESCO request in identifying possible partners in Africa to contribute to a global research program to promote Intercultural and Interreligious Dialogue.

***

A.5 OCPA Publications

In relation with its research activities OCPA has produced some 25 books and publications such as a strategy document (2004) and a research programme (2007 and 2010) on the cultural indicators of human development in Africa, a book on “African Musics – New Stakes and New Challenges” (with UNESCO, 2005), the Observatory’s 1st and 2nd Medium Term Strategy and Plan of Action (2006 and 2011), the Compendium of basic reference texts for cultural policies in Africa (E/F/S, 2006 and 2009), the Guidelines for the Design and Evaluation of National Cultural Policies in Africa (2008 an 2009). The Proceedings of the International Symposium on Policies, Strategies and Experiences in Financing Culture in Africa was published in 2010, the Manual for Training Specialist of Cultural Policy and Management in Africa and the book on the Contribution of Culture to Poverty reduction in Africa were produced in 2013.
***

Most of the Reports of some 25 meetings and training sessions organized by OCPA are published at http://ocpa.irmo.hr/activities/meetings/index-en.html.

Some 25 articles published in books and reviews of the OCPA Partners (Culturelink, AFRICOM, Interarts - Barcelona, África e Mediterraneo, Wale keru, Arts Management, Itau Cultural – Sao Paolo, Brazil, University of Pécs – Hungary, University of Gerona – Spain, Catalonia, Institute for African Culture and International Understanding - IACIU, Abeokuta, Nigeria, African Institute of the United Nations for Economic Development and Planning - IDEP, Dakar, etc.
***

For previous news and OCPA activities click on http://www.ocpanet.org/activities/news/index-en.html
***
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B. News, events and projects in Africa

B.1 National Arts Council of Zimbabwe holds Arts and Culture Indaba
The National Arts Council of Zimbabwe has invited industry stakeholders to attend a two-day Arts and Culture Indaba, an annual dialogue that provides the sector with an opportunity to discuss and recommend future actions. The meeting will also incorporate the validation process of the quadrennial report for the 2005 Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions in Zimbabwe.

More athttp://www.herald.co.zw/all-set-for-national-arts-indaba/
***

B.2 Sakifo 2016: Meeting of the World Musics

The 13th edition of Sakifo Musik Festival took place from 3 to 5 June on the Reunion Island. With 40 000 festival-goers and more than about ten artists in show on 3 days "Sakifo" or "what is needed" (in Creole) is one of the biggest festivals from Reunion.

Sakifo, it is the occasion for about forty artists come from fout corners of the world to occur during 3 days at the edge of the Indian Ocean ant to share their music with the public. http://musicinafrica.net/safiko-2016-la-r%C3%A9union-des-musiques-du-monde
***

B.3 Burkina Faso: Dance Africa! Dance! moves to Ouagadougou
The 10th edition of the Triennale "Dance Africa, Dance!" Will be held in Ouagadougou from 26 November to 3 December 2016 under the sign of memory and transmission. The outline of this major event of the Pan African dance were unveiled this Wednesday, June 8, 2016 in Ouagadougou during a press briefing hosted by the co-producers of the event.

For this 10th edition, held in Ouagadougou, the French Institute, the pilot structure of "Dance Africa Dance!", has appointed two masters of ceremony for the conduct of the festival whose national concept is "Africa is Dancing in Ouagadougou".

Source: http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/201606090540.html
***

B.4 Central African Campaign of the Panafrican Youth Network for the Culture of Peace: Different words, same language - Peace

It's is the slogan of the young people’s Campaign for the promotion of a Culture of peace in Central Africa. Launched on July 9, 2016 in Libreville, this campaign is an initiative of the Panafrican Youth Network for the Culture of Peace (PAYNCOP) in association with the UN Youth African Leaders Organizations (ROJALNU/Gabon) and the National Youth Council of Gabon (CNJG). Started in Gabon, the initiative will run till September 21, 2016 in all central African countries.

About 20 national and international media organizations have already pledged to be part of the campaign which was initiated by young people for young people and is built around the diversity of languages and cultures we can encounter in Central Africa.

The objective of this campaign, inspired by the Luanda's Action Plan for a Culture of Peace, is to spread awareness on the role that each one can play to daily live peace and non-violence.

More information at http://www.unesco.org/new/en/africa-department/resources/africa-department/news/different_words_same_language_peace/#.V4s2SBLoZKc
***

B.5 Tandem/Shaml Interim Meeting in Casablanca
The interim meeting of participants in Round 3 of Tandem/Shaml met in Casablanca (Morrocco) from 1-5 June 2016. This round of the program was launched in Beirut in September 2015 and gave16 cultural organisations, eight based in Europe (Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Latvia, Portugal, Serbia and Sweden) and eight based in the Arab region (Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Palestine and Tunisia), the opportunity to build long-term cooperative links across borders.
The meeting was an opportunity for partners to work together on their projects and discuss with each other and with the broader group the experiences of their field visits. Participants also made an evaluation of the work done for planning of their future cooperation. Partners then planned the next phases that will take them to the closing meeting to be held in December 2016.

***
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C. News about cultural policies, institutions and resources in Africa

C.1 Sierra Leone: The Mission, Rationale, Aims and Objectives of the 2014 National Cultural Policy
The National vision and Mission of the 2014 Policy is to preserve, protect and promote cultural diversity, with a view to reviving and strengthening national consciousness, understanding and appreciation of the cultural heritage and artistic creativity, and enhance its contribution to poverty reduction and overall national development.

The Aims of the Policy on culture in Sierra Leone include:-

· To enrich national identity, strengthen cultural understanding and invoke consciousness and appreciation of the arts among the people.

· To incorporate essential elements of our culture into national development frameworks with a view to contributing to the alleviation of poverty and to stimulate and to improving the quality of life.

The Strategic and Major Objectives are meant among others to
· evolve a national culture that will foster a stronger sense of national identity.

· provide adequate care of cultural sites and of tangible and intangible cultural heritage.

· facilitate the establishment of viable and competitive cultural industries.

· facilitate the training and capacity development of cultural practitioners.
· promote an educational system stimulating creativity rooted in traditional values.

· revive and promote cultural life at the community level and intercultural dialogue.

· facilitate the integration of our cultural values into development policies.

· ensure an effective copyright enforcement mechanism to discourage piracy.

· ensure full recognition of the cultural rights as Human Rights.

***
C.2 Cultural policy in Swaziland

Jun 23, 2016 • by Ralph Louis Smit - Swaziland is rich in its traditional cultures that are part and parcel of the functional cultural identity of the people. There is a clear need for a policy environment that encourages and enables the production and consumption of local art. Many see this as the responsibility of the Swaziland National Council for Arts and Culture, which falls under the Ministry of Sports, Culture and Youth Affairs.
Parliament passed its standing policy for arts and culture in 2010 with a vision to create an enabling environment that facilitates the preservation, development, promotion and sustainability of arts and culture and to make it accessible to every person. The policy makes some grand statements in its key interventions in the music industry regarding the support of musicians, educators, researchers and event organisers, which are seemingly all in the industry’s best interests and would do well to achieve the vision stated in the bill, although little thought seems to have been given as to how these interventions are going to be put into action.

Lacking a detailed plan of action and responsibilities, many feel that the council has failed to fulfil their promises.
Looking ahead, a new Arts and Cultural Bill has been proposed. This forthcoming bill, as well as the other bills currently under review, have sparked a much needed dialogue and renewed efforts to advocate for the arts. Civil society has become increasingly engaged in finding a way forward to create a healthy cultural environment for artists and stakeholders

More at http://musicinafrica.net/cultural-policy-swaziland?section-context=overview-texts
***

C.3 New and updated WorldCP profiles for countries in the Arab Region

New and updated cultural policy profiles are now available for Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco and Syria at worldcp.org. The profiles identify the main cultural policy features of the countries, and present key information in a format that is easy to navigate and compare, following the Compendium model which informs all profiles on our WorldCP database.

Consult the respective cultural policies at the web site of WorldCP database at

http://n121adserv.com/ads?key=2e0475c96ac834a20fca911d69346a41&width=0&height=0&ch=1004C_ifacca.org
***

C.4 Culture on the AU web site

Presently the AU web site some specific information concerning the structures, acivities and resources of the AU Commission related to the field culture such as

a) the definition of the mandate of the Division of Culture: The Division of culture harmonises and coordinates activities and policies across the continent, in order to build further structure and opportunities for using culture for integration and African renaissance, cultural development, promotion of creative and cultural industries. The Division works with the RECs, Member States and development partners to ensure the implementation of cultural policies that create jobs, promote the continent’s enormous resources and skills and change lives.

b) The mandate of the AU offices specialized in culture (see http://sa.au.int/en/offices) namely as to the African Academy of Languages (ACALAN) and the mission of the Centre for Linguistic and Historical Studies (CELHTO)

c) the text of speeches and documents concerning issues such as

· The Launch of the Campaign for African Cultural Renaissance for the SADC Member States
· Strategy for the Campaign “Promoting together the African Cultural Renaissance” (Abuja, 2010)

· The report 2nd Pan-African Cultural Congress (Addis Ababa, 2009) on the theme “Inventory, Protection and Promotion of African Cultural Goods”, (Abuja, 2010)
· The documents of the First Ordinary Session of the Conference of Specialized Technical Committee on Youth Culture and Sports (STC-YCS-1).

Web site: http://sa.au.int/en/culture
For further information contact DIC@african-union.org
***

C.5 Guide to funding opportunities for the international mobility of artists and culture professionals – Africa
This Guide was pepared by Art Moves Africa, Korea Arts Management Service and the On the Move association.

Following themodel adopted for the Guides previously produced for the other continents, this handbook s aimed at to provide an overview of the funding bodies and programmes that support the international mobility of artists and cultural operators from Africa and travelling to Africa. It also aims to provide input for funders and policy makers on how to fill the existing gaps in funding for international cultural exchange. All in all 87 funding organisations and 133 funding schemes related to Africa are listed together with 38 funding bodies and 48 funding schemes with an international outreach as well as key resources on mobility funding for artists and cultural organisations.

Download the Guide at http://on-the-move.org/funding/africa/
***
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D. News, institutions, resources and events in other regions

D.1 Creative Industries Conference (Helsinki, Finland, 25-28 August 2016)

Europe-Asia Roundtable Sessions (EARS) on Helsinki have announced speakers for the Creative Industries Conference, which will include discussions on performing arts, new visual culture, music, media, marketing and design. https://holvi.com/shop/ears-on-helsinki/
***

D.2 The Digitized City: Influence And Impact 2016 – A Book by Charles Landry
This new book describes the tectonic shift unfolding where digital devices with their disruptive potential are changing cities, society and social life, connectivity, the economy and cultural life. Its impacts and influence will be as powerful as the climactic changes that swept through our world with the industrial revolution 200 years ago. Giant turbines and whirring machines symbolized that revolution whereas this one is more invisible driven by algorithms etched into small screens.

Order the book at http://www.bookdepository.com/The-Digitized-City---Influence---Impact-2016/9781908777065
Website: www.charleslandry.com
Contact: enquiries@comedia.org.uk
***

D.3 European Union: Culture Statistics 2016 edition

The third edition of Culture Statistics presents a selection of indicators on culture pertaining to the following topics: cultural employment, international trade in cultural goods, cultural enterprises, cultural participation, use of internet for cultural purposes and private cultural expenditure. n addition it presents some contextual data on students in cultural fields of study, learning languages and international tertiary students’ mobility. Some information about the EU and international initiatives concerning cultural heritage, like World Heritage List of UNESCO or European Heritage Label, is comprised as well.

More at http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/en/web/products-statistical-books/-/KS-04-15-737
***

D.4 The 40th session of the World Heritage Committee session (Istambul, 10 – 17 July 2016)

Istanbul, Turkey, 17 July—The World Heritage Committee, meeting in Istanbul, Turkey from 10 to 17 July with Ambassador, Director General of Cultural Affairs and Promotion Abroad of the Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs Lale Ülker as its Chairperson has inscribed 21 sites on the World Heritage List. They include 12 cultural sites, six natural and three mixed sites. The World Heritage List now numbers 1052 sites in 165 countries.

Among the 21 new inscriptions 2 concern Africa:

· Sanganeb Marine National Park and Dungonab Bay – Mukkawar Island Marine National Park (Sudan)
· Ennedi Massif: Natural and Cultural Landscape (Chad)

Among the eight sites inscribed on the List of World Heritage in Danger 6 are in Africa:
· Archaeological Site of Cyrene (Libya)

· Archaeological Site of Leptis Magna (Libya)

· Archaeological Site of Sabratha (Libya)

· Rock-Art Sites of Tadrart Acacus

· Old Town of Ghadamès

· Old Town of Djenné (Mali)

The 40th Committee session will resume in Paris in October to examine outstanding issues that could not be discussed over the past seven days. The World Heritage Committee adjourned its work three days before schedule due to the United Nations security protocol put in place following the events that occurred in Turkey on 15 July.

The 41st session of the World Heritage Committee will be held in the city of Kraków in Poland, in July 2017.
Read more at http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/the_next_world_heritage_committee_session_will_take_place_in/#.V4zYhxLoZKc
***

D.5 France's National Assembly adopts proposed text for Creation bill
On June 21, the National Assembly adopted the text proposed by the joint committee on the provisions still under discussion for the Creation bill. Minister for Culture and Communication Audrey Azoulay hailed it as "a common text that affirms the place of artists and creation, protect our cultural heritage and promotes diversity."

Source: http://www.culturecommunication.gouv.fr/Actualites/En-continu/Loi-creation-une-nouvelle-ambition-pour-la-culture
***





***

E. Cultural Agenda in the African Press

E.1 Links to portals

http://fr.allafrica.com/arts/bydate/?n=1
http://www.africaonline.com/site/africa/arts.jsp
http://www.apanews.net/news/fr/rubrique.php?id=65

http://weekly.ahram.org.eg/2003/646/culture.htm

http://english.alarabonline.org/display.asp?code=zculturez***

***

E.2 Selected information from Allafrica

South Africa: Arts and Culture Conducts Community Conversations in Thohoyandou and Vuwani to foster Social Cohesion

The Department of Arts and Culture (DAC) will conduct the series of community conversations this week from 5- 7 July in Thohoyandou and Vuwani in Limpopo. These sessions form part of the planned community conversations that will take place until 13 July 2016. Nation Building and Social Cohesion Community conversations were officially launched by DAC in 2014 under the theme: "Transforming Society, Uniting the Country". The programme seeks to provide a platform for individuals and organisations from all sectors of society to engage on national plans to promote nation building and social cohesion, as well as to combat racism in South Africa. http://allafrica.com/stories/201607041000.html
***

Africa: Two UN Agencies Team Up to Protect Cultural Heritage With Geo-Spatial Technologies

Two United Nations agencies have signed an agreement to protect cultural and natural heritage sites by using the latest geo-spatial technologies, including a satellite imaging system. The strategic partnership between the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and the Operational Satellite Applications Programme (UNOSAT) under the UN Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR) will enable their collaboration during conflict situations and in the aftermath of natural disasters. UNESCO and UNITAR-UNOSAT will namely explore new and innovative solutions that can further contribute to improved protection of cultural heritage sites. http://allafrica.com/stories/201607040464.html
***

Nigeria: China Opens Cultural Research Centre in Nigeria

The Chinese Cultural Research Centre of Nigeria was Tuesday, commissioned at the Nnamdi Azikiwe University, Awka, by the cultural attache of the Chinese Embassy in Abuja, Yan Xiang Dong. The vice chancellor of the school, Prof. J. E. Ahaneku, said the university was delighted to the host the centre. He urged the Chinese government to see the centre as an avenue for strengthening its relationship with Nigeria. The vice chancellor said the implementation of the Memorandum of Understanding has progressed smoothly as Chinese Language and Culture are taught at both Diploma and Degree levels in the university. http://allafrica.com/stories/201606290795.html
***

East Africa: British Council Launches East Africa Arts Initiative

On Friday 1st July 2016, the British Council will launch new Art new Audiences, a grant scheme, which is an open call to artists, musicians, film makers and cultural institutions across Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Rwanda and the UK to create new art to showcase to audiences in the UK and East Africa. The grant requires creatives to work in partnerships that include at least one UK partner and two East African partners (from two different countries). Between three and five projects shall be selected in 2016-17, each receiving grants of up to £20,000. http://allafrica.com/stories/201606290128.html
***

Angola: Participatory Management Plan Contributes to Cultural Heritage Preservation

The creation of the participatory management plan for the historic centre of Mbanza Congo, former capital of the ancient Kingdom of Kongo, will contribute to the preservation of the tangible and intangible heritage of this historical city. The statement was made Wednesday by the scientific co-ordinator of the project dubbed "Mbanza Congo, a City to Unearth and Preserve". The official informed, among others issues, about the restoration of monuments and historical sites of Mbanza Congo for which contacts are being made with international institutions, mainly from Italy, Spain and South Africa.

http://allafrica.com/stories/201607080710.html
***





***

F. Info from newsletters and information services

F.1 News from the International Federation of Arts Councils and Cultural
Government reports continued boom for UK's creative industries

A new report from the DCMS has shown that the creative industries contribute over £84 billion a year to the UK's ecomony. The report also notes that the number of jobs in the creative industries has increased three times faster than the UK average, and that diversity in the workplace is up by almost 45 per cent - more than double that of the wider jobs market. https://www.gov.uk/government/news/what-a-performance-stellar-employment-boom-continues-for-the-uks-creative-industries
***

Create Together

The Creative Industries, 05 July 2016, United Kingdom

Create Together is a growth strategy for the UK creative industries, developed for industry and by industry with support from government. It represents a shared vision and is action-orientated to support the growth of the creative industries for the next five years. http://www.thecreativeindustries.co.uk/resources/strategy
***

Luxembourg survey findings highlight the importance of culture
Luxembourg's Prime Minister, Minister for Culture and Secretary of State for Culture recently presented the findings of a national survey on the importance of culture. Key findings include that 67 per cent of the population believe that culture is important for the future development of the country. http://www.gouvernement.lu/mc
***

UK: The Arts Dividend: Why investment in culture pays
Darren Henley reflects on the value of the arts and cultural landscape, after journeying around England in his first year as Chief Executive of Arts Council England. The book discusses the benefits arts and culture confer on society, the need to celebrate their value, and the importance of investment. ttp://www.eandtbooks.com/book/arts-dividend-why-investment-culture-pays
Web site: www.ifacca.org
Contact: info@ifacca.org
***

F.2 Africultures
Ubumuntu Arts Festival – The 2nd edition (Kigali, Rwanda, 14 – 17 July 2016)

The 2nd edition of Ubumuntu Arts Festival was dedicated to art for young audiences and one to women’s topics. The festival aims at creating an avenue where people from different walks of life can come together and speak to each other in the language of Art. The festival was first held in 2015 and happens annually following the last week of the 100 days commemoration of the 1994 genocide against the Tutsi. Festival activities include but are not limited to performances, workshops, panels and genocide memorial site visits. The festival is free and open to everybody and therefore relies on donations and sponsors for financial support.

Web site: http://www.ubumuntuartsfestival.com/About/
Contact: http://www.africultures.com/php/index.php?nav=evenement&no=44534#contact-mail
***

F.3 Arterial Network Newsletter

Tanzania - Action Plan for judicial framework to support artists
"Many artists are defenders of human rights, but it is important not to forget that they too have rights, and that the state is obliged to protect and defend them". This idea steered a 3-day meeting held in Arusha, Tanzania, from 3 to 5 July, to discuss solutions for a judicial framework to support artists. The meeting gathered together representatives from the Pan African Lawyers Union (PALU), the Institute of Human Rights and Development in Africa (IHRDA), the organisation Fahamu-Pambazuka and the Swedish Foundation for Human Rights. The situation of African artists is increasingly critical and requires immediate action, Arterial Network intends to develop and recognize artists' rights on a continental level. http://www.arterialnetwork.org/article/awa_news_arusha1
Web site: http://arterialnetwork.org/
Contact: info@arterialnetwork.org
***

F.4 Culture resource – Mawred (Beirut) Newsletter
Cultural Management Training of Trainers Workshop in Beirut
Culture Resource recently organized a five-day workshop to train the next generation of trainers in cultural management in Beirut, which ended on June 6. This workshop is a component of Culture Resource’s goals to increase the training capacity and expertise of cultural managers in the field of cultural management and planning among cultural managers and other cultural practitioners in the Arab region. Taking place in Broummana (Lebanon), the workshop was attended by 12 participants from seven Arab countries, including Egypt, Tunisia, Palestine, Syria, Saudi Arabia, Sudan and Mauritania.

***

Mawa3eed - Regional Mobility Grant
Launched in 2006, Mawa3eed cover the travel expenses for artists and cultural directors so that they could present their works or participate in artistic and cultural activities and events throughout the Arab world. Designed to support cultural and artistic exchange between artists and independent theaters, galleries, institutes and other cultural organizations, the Mawa3eed programmed offers Arab artists an important opportunity to circulate and disseminate their creative output throughout the region, as well as to exchange knowledge and expertise with their peers. Applications are accepted year round and are evaluated quarterly in March, June, September and December.

Web site: http://www.mawred.org/
Contact: mawred@mawred.org
***

F.5 The Cultural Policy in the Arab Region (ARCP) Newsletter

The Cultural Policy in the Arab Region (ARCP) Newsletter is a monthly electronic bulletin that monitors the most important news and developments related to cultural policies in the Arab region, including highlighting the most important international opportunities and news concerning cultural policies in general. The newsletter is produced through the collaboration between the Culture Resource Foundation and the Ettijahat.Independent Culture organisation in the framework of the Culture Policies Monitoring and Development Program launched by Culture Resource in 2009. In addition to general news, the newsletter, which appears in both Arabic and English, covers the latest developments in the ARCP program, including the activities of the National Cultural Policies Groups, research, studies and reports related to cultural policies. Visit ARCP at http://www.arabcp.org/site/index
***

F.6 Agenda 21 Culture Circular
Position document on “Sustainable urban development and culture”

The position paper on “Sustainable urban development and culture” was drafted by the Committee on Culture of United Cities and Local Governments (UCLG) as a basis for collecting comments from the interested cultural organization in view of finalizing the document. In October 2016, the UN Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development (Habitat III), to be held in Quito, will adopt the New Urban Agenda, a document which is expected to provide guidance on the development of urban policies around the world for the next 20 years. The process of discussion and consultation leading to Habitat III is now coming to an end, with a ‘zero draft’ of the New Urban Agenda released on 6 May 2016 and a revised version published on 18 June 2016. Download the position paper at

http://cultureactioneurope.org/news/position-document-on-sustainable-urban-development-and-culture/
Web site: http://www.agenda21culture.net/
Conact: info@agenda21culture.net
***

F.7 Pambazuka News
Where is the ‘African’ in African studies? - Robtel Neajai Pailey
African Studies remains a colonised space. While the early writings about Africa are based on colonial expeditions, missionary exploits and anthropological ethnographies, contemporary scholarship is dominated by non-Africans who have positioned themselves as the authoritative voices in a 21st century scramble for influence, as if Africa has no intellectuals or knowledge production of its own.

Site web: http://www.pambazuka.org/
***

F.8 CODESRIA’S Newsletter

Vacancy Announcement: Executive Secretary

The Council for the Development of Social Science Research in Africa (CODESRIA) invites applications from suitably qualified senior African scholars for the position of Executive Secretary in its pan-African Secretariat located in Dakar, Senegal. This position, which will fall vacant in 2017. http://www.codesria.org/spip.php?rubrique64&lang=en
***

F.9 Cyberkaris - the monthly electronic newsletter of the Interarts Foundation

Communication by the European Commission on international cultural relations

The EUC published a communication on Towards an EU strategy for international cultural relations in June. It seeks to advance cultural cooperation as an EU strategy for international cultural relations across: culture as an engine for sustainable development; intercultural dialogue for peaceful relations; and cooperation on cultural heritage. http://interarts.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c6738c6010b710a80c771b993&id=7d7921fb75&e=32ef509486
***

New Creative Europe website

The EUC launched a website for the Creative Europe programme. The website was renovated to offer a more functional tool to users. The new website provides them with sections compiling information on initiatives, as well as written documents and audio-visual resources.
http://interarts.us13.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=c6738c6010b710a80c771b993&id=22772bc372&e=32ef509486
***

Arts, Cultural and Creative Industries Symposium (Turin, 23 and 24 September 2016)

The title of this year's conference is Marketing of arts, cultural and creative industries in the digital era. The event, organised by the International Marketing Trends Conference and sponsored by the International Association of Arts and Cultural Management (AIMAC) and the Italian Marketing Society (SIM), will focus on research in relation to consumer behaviour, brand management, corporate social responsibility, territorial marketing, tourism, communication, international and/or internet marketing among other issues, with focus on the arts and cultural sector. http://www.marketing-trends-congress.com/content/arts-cultural-and-creative-industries-symposium-turin-2016-0
Web site: www.interarts.net
Contact: cyberk@interarts.net
***

F.10 African Music Council

Vodoo land music festival

This is the name of the quite new festival which will take place in cotonou in August 2016. Introduced by the National Music Council of Benin, chaired by Prospere Gogoyi Akouegnon, the announcement of this event was made for the promoters and the actors of the traditional music of Benin on Thursday June 9th 2016 in the places of the structure Guru Records in Cotonou.

http://autre-quotidien.com/lire-1303-premiere-edition-du-vodoo-land-music-festivalles-rythmes-traditionnels-du-benin-bientot-sous-la-lumiere-desprojecteurs.html#.V2QOzv3LTcs
***

Coming events

· International and Popular Traditional Musics Festival “Feux de Brazza” (6th edition, Brazzaville, Congo) under the theme: «The african initiatory music and its role in the developing governance».

· First African Forum on Music” (Segou, Mali, 29 September - 1st October 2016)

· 5th session of the General Assembly of the AMC (Segou, Mali, 29 September - 1st October 2016)

· 3rd edition of Visa For Music, first professional market of the musics of Africa and the Middle East, (Rabat, Morocco 16 - 19 November 2016)

***

African musical Industry

In spite of its talents and its diversity, Africa represents only 1% of the cultural goods and services exported in the world. The visibility of the African musical industry on the international scene remains small. http://magazinedelafrique.com/industrie-musicale-africaine/
***





***

Please send addresses, information, and documents for the OCPA list serve, database, documentation centre and web site!
***
Thank you for your interest and co-operation
***
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