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A. News from OCPA and from the network of OCPA Focal Points
A.1 Book by Ms Amina Touzani on Cultural Policy in Morocco

Ms Amina Touzani, professor of anthropology at the University Mohammed V in Rabat and Focal Point OCPA in Morocco, has just published an important book on "cultural policy in Morocco" which can be purchased from Éditions La Croisée des Chemins de Casablanca.

References of the book: La politique culturelle au Maroc (The Cultural Policy in Morocco) by Amina Touzani, ISBN:. 978-9954-1-0566-5, p 240, 19 euros, La Croisée des Chemins, Casablanca, 2016. Read more http://www.editionslacroiseedeschemins.ma; order at editionslacroiseedeschemins@gmail.com
***

A.2 Meeting with Dr Saliou Ndour in Yaoundé

The Executive Director met in Yaounde Dr Saliou Ndour, teaching at the University Gaston Berger of Saint-Louis in Senegal, focal point of the OCPA, in which the Executive Director expressed his satisfaction for the his positive contribution to the identification and the mobilization of experts and relevant structures for effective cooperation in the implementation of programs and projects of OCPA. At this occasion they raised the possibility of involving the Centre for Religious Studies of the University of St. Louis in the establishment of the regional network developed by OCPA as part of a UNESCO research project on intercultural and interfaith relations in the world.

***

A.3 Participation in the 2nd National Conference on creative industries and enterprises in Cameroon

The Executive Director travelled to Cameroon to animate two sessions of the 2nd National Conference on creative industries and enterprises in Cameroon organized from 27 to 29 April in Yaoundé on the initiative of the Ministry of Arts and Culture in cooperation with the Fondation Paul Ango Ela for Geopolitics in Central Africa. His contribution focused on the theme of the implementation of legal instruments in support of the efforts of producers and on the status and working conditions of artists and culture professionals.

***
A.4 Meetings in the Democratic Republic of Congo

Before arriving in Yaounde, the Executive Director stayed in the DRC where he met with the representative of UNESCO, Mr. Diallo Abdourahamane with whom they had an update on the launch of projects of common interest concerning the art education of children, the organization of a colloquium on the situation of artists in Africa and the planning a conference on cultural diplomacy. The support for a national workshop on the transition of the Cultural Policy Declaration towards the formalization of the national cultural policy has attracted particular importance after the audience granted last year to both parties by the Minister of Culture and Arts of the Democratic Republic Congo.

In the Mont des Arts, a non-governmental cultural center, partner OCPA, Mr. Mbuyamba participated in two meetings of the National Organization Committe devoted to the preparation of the First Pan-African Festival of choral singing, "Africa Cantat" scheduled for August 2017 in the capital Congolese.

Presentation of condolences on the occasion of the death of the artist Papa Wemba: Before leaving Kinshasa, the Executive Director took contact with the Minister of Culture and Arts, Mr. Banza Mukalay, in which he presented the condolences of CAM and OCPA in the death of the great musician Papa Wemba. On this disappearance that saddens many music lovers in the continent and worldwide, Mr Mbuyamba was invited to give an interview for Radio Senegal.

***

A.6 OCPA Publications

In relation with its research activities OCPA has produced some 25 books and publications such as a strategy document (2004) and a research programme (2007 and 2010) on the cultural indicators of human development in Africa, a book on “African Musics – New Stakes and New Challenges” (with UNESCO, 2005), the Observatory’s 1st and 2nd Medium Term Strategy and Plan of Action (2006 and 2011), the Compendium of basic reference texts for cultural policies in Africa (E/F/S, 2006 and 2009), the Guidelines for the Design and Evaluation of National Cultural Policies in Africa (2008 an 2009). The Proceedings of the International Symposium on Policies, Strategies and Experiences in Financing Culture in Africa was published in 2010, the Manual for Training Specialist of Cultural Policy and Management in Africa and the book on the Contribution of Culture to Poverty reduction in Africa were produced in 2013.
***

Most of the Reports of some 25 meetings and training sessions organized by OCPA are published at http://ocpa.irmo.hr/activities/meetings/index-en.html.

Some 25 articles published in books and reviews of the OCPA Partners (Culturelink, AFRICOM, Interarts - Barcelona, África e Mediterraneo, Wale keru, Arts Management, Itau Cultural – Sao Paolo, Brazil, University of Pécs – Hungary, University of Gerona – Spain, Catalonia, Institute for African Culture and International Understanding - IACIU, Abeokuta, Nigeria, African Institute of the United Nations for Economic Development and Planning - IDEP, Dakar, etc.
***

For previous news and OCPA activities click on http://www.ocpanet.org/activities/news/index-en.html
***
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B. News, events and projects in Africa

B.1 Launch of the Regional Centre for the Living Arts in Africa (CERAV / Africa, Bobo-Dioulasso, Burkina Faso)

The official launch ceremony of the CERAV / Africa activities took place March 28, 2016 in Bobo-Dioulasso under the patronage of Prime Minister of Burkina Faso, Paul Kaba Thiéba. The center's mission is the promotion of African performing arts, technical assistance to States, the establishment of an information system on the performing arts and audio-visual sector in Africa, the development of synergy of actions and partnerships in promoting the performing arts. It also supports the development of policies and strategies relating to the performing arts, capacity building of African cultural actors through the training of seminars and workshops.
The General Delegate of CERAV / Africa, Michel Saba, said that the CERAV / Africa is a category 2 center of UNESCO considered as an operational partner that plays an important role in enhancing the scope and effectiveness of UNESCO programs.
Web site: http://www.burkina24.com/2016/03/28/ceravafrique-un-centre-pour-la-promotion-des-arts-vivants-a-bobo/
Cotact: michel.saba@gmail.com
***

B.2 Call for Applications: 2nd CODESRIA/CASB Summer School in African Studies and Area Studies in Africa (Dakar, 22 to 27 August 2016)

This year the Summer School, organized by The Council for the Development of Social Science Research in Africa (CODESRIA) and the Centre for African Studies Basel (CASB) will be focused on the Interdisciplinarity in Area Studies: Basic and Applied Research.

The Summer School sets out to stimulate and consolidate interdisciplinary approaches in research on Africa, but also on other regions of the world undertaken from within the African continent. It focuses on African Studies as an instance of area studies and seeks to identify themes that are theoretically, conceptually and methodologically relevant to the reflection on the intellectual challenge of Africa as an object of knowledge.
Applications can be sent in PDF format before the deadline of 31 May 2016 to area.studies@codesria.sn.

For more information visit the web site https://pcdnetwork.org/forums/topic/call-applications-2nd-codesriacasb-summer-school-african-studies-area-studies-africa/
***

B.3 Project on strengthening local cultural policy in Zimbabwe Benefits from UNESCO’s Cultural Diversity Fund in 2016

Through the 2005 Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions, this initiative implemented by the Amagugu International Heritage Centre has been selected in 2016 for the support of the UNESCO’s IFCD in the amount of 100000 US dollars.

The project is expected to contribute to evidence-based cultural policy making in Zimbabwe – through a mapping exercise and consultations/workshops on the policy with arts and cultural practitioners, councillors, officials, community-based organisations and civic society organisations in the arts and culture, through developing professional capacities as well as through fostering cooperation and partnerships among governmental and civil society actors in policy making and implementation.

Amagugu International Heritage Centre (AIHC) is a non-governmental organization committed to documenting and promoting indigenous culture.

More at http://en.unesco.org/creativity/node/6715 and http://www.amaguguheritage.org/
***

B.4 Conference on Promoting Musical Arts Education through Cultural Diversity
The Pan African Society of musical arts education (PASMAE) is holding a conference on promoting musical arts education through cultural diversity (24 – 26 June in Western Cape, South Africa). The main conference theme is Promoting Musical Arts Education through Cultural Diversity. Sub Themes are as follows:[image: image4.png]


 Assessment and Evaluation of Music and Dance 
· Enculturation and Indigenous Pedagogies in the New Millenium

· The Place of Popular Music in Musical Arts Education

· Performance Practice and Modern Technology in the 21st Century
Read more at http://cdc-ccd.org/Call-for-papers-Promoting-Musical?lang=fr
***
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C. News about cultural policies, institutions and resources in Africa

C.1 Niger: A new Ministry for Cultural Renaissance of the Arts and Social Modernization

The new government announced on 11 April includes a minister of Cultural Renaissance, Arts and Social Modernisation in the person of Mr. Assoumana Mallam Issa who is also spokesman of the government.

He obtained university and postgraduate degrees respectively in the Faculty of Economic and Legal Sciences of the Abdou Moumouni University in Niamey, at the Faculty of Economics and Management of Abidjan and in Dakar at CESAG. Then he worked for Air Inter Niger (1995 to 1996) and in the Private sector (1997 to 2006), then he was recruited as Director of Development National Centre of Management.

He joined the PNDS in 1991. In 2011 he was elected to the National Assembly where he became Deputy Chairman of the parliamentary group of his party and President of the Parliamentary Network against Corruption.
Source: http://www.nigerinter.com/2015/06/interview-lhonorable-depute-assoumana-malam-issa-2/
***

C.2 Niger: Cultural Renaissance (leitmotif of the election campaign of the President candidate)
The Cultural Renaissance of Niger, leitmotiv of the election campaign of President candidate and emblem of his second term program must take the meaning of a symbol change strong enough to serve as a catalyst for the realization of many potentialities. Cultural Renaissance does not happen by decree, only the civil society can help bring that bold political vision.
Obviously the Cultural Renaissance of Niger will be tangible if we manage to establish a Fund for Culture and Youth, a large-scale financing system to develop our great cultural capacities.
The idea of a "Marshall Plan" for culture and youth does not mean daring to wait. Rather, it must demonstrate now to meet the challenge of cultural renaissance with strong symbols that drive his movement and raise national unity at a higher level of requirement. The cultural renaissance can be approached not only as a new way to consolidate real cohesion of our democracy but also as a popular project "culture of peace".
Article Inoussa Ousseini, Ambassador of Niger to UNESCO at http://www.lesahel.org/index.php/component/k2/item/11298-renaissance-culturelle.
***

C.3 Forward for the cultural renaissance! (interpretation given to this concept by the President - Editorial by Mahamadou Adamou)

The Sahel, April 12, 2016 - President Issoufou Mahamadou, was sworn in last Saturday. The second term of the President of the Republic is announced under the double sign of confidence and hope: trust partners and friendly countries, Nigerians hope to make the most of the cultural renaissance in Niger.
The President has clearly explained the content of the cultural renaissance as the advocates. "I said that the fight against terrorism can contribute to the strengthening and modernization of our states. Another factor may also contribute: it is the social modernization. This will require a cultural rebirth of our company goes through a liberation of the individual from the weight of tribalism, fortunately decreasing in our country, for the emancipation of the individual from the shackles of ethnocentrism and regionalism and protection against sectarianism, religious and especially against the risk of radicalization. The focus should be on individual responsibility, strengthening loyalty from the country and its commitment to the public good." he said.
Read the article http://www.lesahel.org/index.php/component/k2/item/11302-editorial--en-avant-pour-la-renaissance-culturelle
***
C.4 Ratification of the Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions (Paris, 20 October 2005): Three new African State parties in 2015

On 20/01/2016 Ghana deposited with the Director-General its instrument of ratification of the Convention 2005.

In accordance with the terms of its Article 29, the aforementioned Convention will enter into force with respect to this country three months after the date of the deposit of its instrument. Thus the number of the African State Parties has increased to 43. For more information visit the List of State Parties at http://portal.unesco.org/la/convention.asp?language=E&KO=31038
***
C.5 Angola: Minister of Culture Rosa Cruz e Silva replaced by Ms Carolina Cerqueira

Following the reorganization of the Government, the Minister of Culture, Rosa Cruz e Silva was replaced by Mrs. Carolina Cerqueira, hitherto deputy to the National Assembly, has a degree in Law from the National University "António Agostinho Neto". Formerly a journalist at the National Radio of Angola (RNA), then she became minister of Social Communication.

In a hearing with cultural agents of the country organized with a view to strengthening the country's cultural policies the new minister stressed that hearing is Intended to implement a directive from the President of the Republic, José Eduardo dos Santos, about the need to dialogue with cultural agents.

According to the minister, the retrieval of moral, civic and patriotic values, the retrieval of the oral tradition, the discovery of new cultural activity branches, among others, are the objectives of this process.

Carolina Cerqueira deemed culture one of the major sectors of a country's life, since it is connected with aspects like human solidarity, citizenship, valuing creativeness and skills.

Read the article at http://www.portalangop.co.ao/angola/en_us/noticias/lazer-e-cultura/2016/3/16/Cuanza-Norte-Culture-minister-opens-national-programme-hearing-artists,e0339be2-357a-4ce3-b3ef-d6a9cc284627.html
***

C.6 Nigerian Ministry of Information and Culture: Editorial on Culture and Tourism in a Diversified Economy - Isioma Dogo, an Architect and Culture Analyst
April 19, 2016 - The nation’s economy has given Nigerians cause for concern in recent years. One does not have to be a professor of economics to recognize that there is a desperate need for an intervention. 
President Muhammadu Buhari’s administration has shown interest in diversifying the nation’s economy by developing the culture sector. While the Federal Ministry of Information & Culture and its parastatals are doing great work, a lot still needs to be done to better position the culture industry to replace oil as a foreign exchange earner.

Read the full article: http://fmi.gov.ng/features/59639
N. B. Since October 2015 the former Ministry of Culture, Tourism and National Orientation no longer exists. Instead, the Ministry of Information has its duty expanded to oversee cultural affairs. The Ministry is headed by His Excellency Mr Alhaji Lai Mohammed, Minister of Information and Culture seconded by Her Excellency Mrs. Ayotunde Adesugba, Permanent Secretary. Read more at http://fmi.gov.ng/aboutus/
***

C.7 Tunisia: Sonia M'Barek, Minister of Culture and Heritage Preservation

Sonia M'Barek, appointed in January, Minister of Culture and Heritage Preservation, in the second government Essid, was born in 1969 in Sfax.

She succeeds Latifa Lakhdar. After studying at the National Conservatory of Tunis, Sonia M'Barek obtained in 1986 a degree in Arabic music. She also studied at the Faculty of Law and Political Science at Al-Manar Campus.

Leading a singer career, she has until her recent appointment, held the post of assistant at the Higher Institute of Musicology in Tunis. Between 2005 and 2008 she was head of the Festival of Tunisian music - since 2014 called "Music Days of Carthage (JMC)." Since 2012 she holds the position of artistic advisor of the NGO "Al Bustan" to promovmoir Arab culture in the United States of America.

Source: http://directinfo.webmanagercenter.com/2016/01/07/tunisie-qui-est-sonia-mbarek-nouvelle-ministre-de-la-culture-et-de-la-sauvegarde-du-patrimoine/
***
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D. News, institutions, resources and events in other regions

D.1 United Nations resolution on culture and sustainable development - 2015
The United Nations General Assembly unanimously adopted a resolution on culture and sustainable development on December 14, 2015, which includes a reference to the 2005 Convention in the preamble. The resolution affirms the importance of culture as an enabler of sustainable development and recognizes its potential as a driver of a strong and viable cultural sector. It also emphasizes the contribution of culture to the three dimensions of sustainable development (economic, social, and environmental) and notes that several of the targets in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development incorporate culture.

The text of the resolution is available on the United Nations website in English and French. http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/C.2/70/L.59&referer=/english/&Lang=E
***
D.2 Post-2015 Dialogues on Culture and Development (UNESCO/UNFPA/UNDP 2015, ISBN 978-92-3-100086-7, 121 p. - available in Open Access)

This report is the fruit of a collaborative effort led by UNESCO, UNFPA and UNDP. It presents United Nations system-wide contributions on this topic. It also presents contributions by eminent personalities, academics, experts and leaders.
The Final Report of the Post-2015 Dialogues on Culture and Development is the fruit of a partnership between UNESCO, UNFPA and UNDP. It benefited from over 139 contributions from governments, universities, non-governmental organizations, private sector and culture sector professionals received in the framework of a call for papers and an e-discussion and builds upon the results of the National Consultations undertaken in Bosnia - Herzegovina, Ecuador, Mali, Morocco and Serbia. 
The contributions cover among others issues concerning culture and poverty reduction, culture and education, culture, gender equality and women’s empowerment, culture, sustainable cities and urbanization, culture, the environment and climate change and culture, inclusion and reconciliation.
Web site: http://www.cdc-ccd.org/Post-2015-Dialogues-on-Culture-and?lang=fr
***

D.3 International Symposium on the Measurement of Digital Cultural Products (Montréal, May 9-11, 2016)

The transition to digital methods of creating, producing and disseminating cultural works has radically changed the conditions surrounding their statistical measurement, calling into question the relevance of current statistics on culture. In this context, the UNESCO Institute for Statistics and the Observatoire de la culture et des communications du Québec have partnered to bring together statistical experts and researchers in order to examine the issues, methods, practices and innovations surrounding the production of statistics on digital cultural products.
The main purpose of the international symposium is to bring together experts in statistics and researchers from around the world in order to examine the issues, methods, practices and innovations surrounding the production of statistics on digitized cultural products and in particular in regards to the production of official statistics.
Read more athttp://www.colloquemesurenumerique.stat.gouv.qc.ca/objet-colloque_an.html
***

D.4 Terra 2016: World Congress on Earthen Architectures (Lyon, 11-14 July 2016)
Terra 2016 is the twelfth in a series of international events organised since 1972, bringing together academics, professionals and experts, and a broad audience around earthen architectures. 
The 2016 edition will focus mainly on issues dealing with sustainable development, particularly in urban areas. This event will gather more than 800 participants from the fields of heritage conservation, archaeology, architecture and urban planning, engineering, social sciences, as well as fields related to local sustainable development and crisis intervention.

The congress is organised under the aegis of the ISCEAH Committee of ICOMOS international, in the framework of the UNESCO World Heritage Earthen Architecture Programme (WHEAP).

More information at http://whc.unesco.org/en/events/1218/
***

D.5 Online Cultural Planning and Development Courses and Workshops
The international University of British Columbia (UBC) Centre for Cultural Planning and Development is offering a new session of online professional development courses, starting September 28, 2016: Festivals, Events and Eventful Communities; Creative Placemaking and Creating Strategic Plans.

Taught by international experts and senior practitioners, and designed to meet the needs of professionals working at all levels of governments, arts and cultural organisations, and cultural industries, these courses can be taken individually for professional development, or applied towards the UBC Certificate in Cultural Planning—an international professional learning program delivered 100% online. 
For more information visit https://cstudies.ubc.ca/study-topic/cultural-planning-development 
Contact: kerri.arthurs@ubc.ca
***

D.6 Launch of the European Alliance for Culture and the Arts 
Following to the decision taken on 25 March 2016, 27 European organisations and national associations have launched the European Alliance for Culture and the Arts on 19 April, at the Culture Forum in Brussels.

In a common appeal they defend the core values of culture and call for its inclusion in the overall strategic goals and priorities of the Union, including the successor to the EU2020 strategy.

In the coming weeks, more organisations are expected to join the Alliance. The European Alliance for Culture and the Arts was initiated by Syndeac, Pearle* - Live Performance Europe and IETM. Today, Today the Alliance represents 40.000 organisations all over Europe.

Read the appeal and learn more about members of the European Alliance for Culture and the Arts: http://www.allianceforculture.com
Email: allianceforculture@gmail.com
***

D.7 The first edition of MOCA: Month African cultures

From 29 April to 31 May 2016, the African Centre of Cultures in partnership with the City of Paris, offers a month of discovery, meetings and festivities dedicated to the cultures and contemporary African arts.
The 1st edition of "MOCA: Month of African cultures", highlights the dynamism and vitality of contemporary African creation in Paris and its region.
MOCA is also the solidarity movement which brings together all stakeholders and cultural institutions, and mobilize key trade media, all to support the creation of the African Centre of Cultures France.
Website: https://www.facebook.com/centredesculturesdafrique/
E-mail: alain.bidjeck@ccafrique.org
***





***

E. Actualités culturelles dans la presse africaine/Cultural Agenda in the African Press

E.1 Links to portals

http://fr.allafrica.com/arts/bydate/?n=1
http://www.africaonline.com/site/africa/arts.jsp
http://www.apanews.net/news/fr/rubrique.php?id=65

http://weekly.ahram.org.eg/2003/646/culture.htm

http://english.alarabonline.org/display.asp?code=zculturez
***

E.2 Selected information from Allafrica/Informations provenant de Allafrica:

Tanzania: Outdated Cultural Policy Set for Review

Dodoma — The government has agreed to review the outdated Cultural Policy of 1999, to meet the demands of a growing entertainment industry. Deputy Minister for Information, Culture, Arts and Sports, Annastazia Wambura, told the National Assembly that the government is also committed to the construction of a modern Theatre Centre at national level. Wambura said the government would continue to encourage all councils and municipalities in the country, to allocate land for construction of theatre centres.
http://allafrica.com/stories/201604221231.html
***

Angola: Cultural Industries Institute Promotes Debate on Book and Reading Policies

Luanda — The Culture Ministry, through the National Cultural Industries Institute (INIC), will start on Friday a cycle of lectures relating to the National Book and Public Reading Policy, in the ambit of the World Book and Copyright Day, to be marked on April 23. The programme includes discussions on the importance of the Copyright and Similar Issues law, as well as on Vernacular Languages in Literature. http://allafrica.com/stories/201604220833.html
***





***

F. Info from newsletters and information services

F.1 News from the web site of UNESCO's Communication and Information Sector

World Press Freedom Day 2016 - Access to Information and Fundamental Freedoms: This Is Your Right!

Every year, 3 May is a date which celebrates the fundamental principles of press freedom; to evaluate press freedom around the world, to defend the media from attacks on their independence and to pay tribute to journalists who have lost their lives in the exercise of their profession. The international day was proclaimed by the UN General Assembly in 1993 following a Recommendation adopted at the 26th Session of UNESCO's General Conference in 1991 in following up the 1991 Windhoek Declaration on media pluralism and independence.
http://en.unesco.org/world-press-freedom-day-2016
Web site: http://www.unesco.org/new/fr/communication-and-information/resources/publications-and-communication-materials/publications/
***

F.2 News from the International Federation of Arts Councils and Cultural Agencies

IFACCA’s new and improved website is alive

A range of new pages and tools ensure you can find what you need, faster. A world of arts and cultural policy in your pocket, the site has been designed with mobile devices in mind, allowing you to access information on the move. With stage one of the redevelopment complete, we will continue to improve the site and develop new features. We will also be working to translate selected areas of the site into Spanish and French. ACORNS will return soon, but in the meantime we hope the new site will help you find the latest news with ease. If you notice anything that could use refinement, have any suggestions or would just like to offer your feedback, we'd like to hear from you. Simply email us to info@ifacca.org.

***

The Culture White Paper - Department for Culture, Media & Sport, United Kingdom

This is the first white paper for culture in more than 50 years and it is the latest contribution to our approach to public support for art and culture. The current approach to such support began after the Second World War. In 1965 this aspiration was given more concrete shape in a first White Paper for the Arts, which set out the government’s obligation to sustain that is best in the arts for making it more widely available.” In 1992, the government created the Department for National Heritage, now the Department for Culture, Media & Sport. And in 1994 came the National Lottery. which has funded thousands of arts initiatives.
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/509942/DCMS_The_Culture_White_Paper__1_.pdf
***

International Conference "Social Inequality and Cultural Policy"

On 22 April 2016 the University of Applied Arts Vienna will host the international conference “Social Inequality and Cultural Policy“. It represents a follow-up of the conferences "Periphery.Power.Cultural Policy“, "Cultural Policies in Cities“ und "Reinventing Cultural Policy? Cultural Policy and Good Governance“. The role of the cultural scene and cultural policy in the context of growing social inequality in European societies will be discussed.

http://educult.at/en/events/internationale-konferenz-social-inequality-and-cultural-policy/
Web site: www.ifacca.org
Contact: info@ifacca.org
***

F.2 Zunia Up-date

Reflexive governance and transformative knowledge networks in culturally fragile indigenous landscapes

Despite the fact that there is much more acceptance today to the use of fire by indigenous people in forest and savanna ecosystems than there was two decades ago, it still remains a controversial local practice, to the point that reducing green house emissions from tropical forest and savanna fires is in the Global Change agenda. The fire issue is dominated by conflicting values, interests and world views that make difficult reaching agreements.
http://zunia.org/post/reflexive-governance-and-transformative-knowledge-networks-in-culturally-fragile-indigenous-l-0
Web site: http://zunia.org/cat/culture
Contact: info@developmentgateway.org
***

F.4 Africultures
Festival of African, Asian and Latin American films (Milan, Italy, 4-10 April 2016)

The Milan Festival comes back as usual with an interesting and open programmingin spite of the economic constraints affecting the sector of culture. Founded in 1991, the festival celebrates its 26th annoversary. The theme this year is "Designing Futures" which could be translated as "Development of futures". The selection shows a world whose citizens take their destiny in hand, even the section dedicated to the theme of 2016, the zebra year. http://www.africultures.com/php/index.php?nav=murmure&no=19467
Web site: http://www.africultures.com
Contact: http://www.africultures.com/php/index.php?nav=contact
***

F.5 Arterial Network Newsletter

Peter Rorvik Retires From Arterial Network
Peter Rorvik will retire as Secretary-General of Arterial Network’s continental secretariat where he has served since 2013. He said, “Working for Arterial Network has been a most enriching experience.” “With a new Steering Committee in place since October 2015, under the proactive leadership of Mamou Daffe, and with a committed and competent team at the secretariat, I feel this is a appropriate juncture to hand over my responsibilities. I thank all funders and partners for their support and efforts for shaping a new and exciting future for arts and culture in Africa.” Peter Rorvik will stay in service to oversee the process of appointing a successor and to ensure continuity and stability during the transition. The position of Secretary-General has been advertised, details are available on www.arterialnetwork.org under the Opportunities section.
Web site: http://arterialnetwork.org/
Contact: info@arterialnetwork.org
***

F.6 Culture resource – Mawred (Beirut)

Call to Action: Arab Cultural Policy Group (ACPG) Launches Appeal to Protect Cultural Rights and Freedoms

The ACPG calls on artists, cultural activists and players, academics,  civil society organisations and other concerned individuals and groups to join its call for the protection of cultural heritage and cultural rights and freedoms in the Arab region. The ACPG has addressed this appeal to the UN, UNESCO, UNICEF, UNHCR, UNRWA and other international bodies operating in the Middle East, including the EU Commission. This call emphasizes the need to safeguard cultural rights and heritage in light of the continuing tensions in the region. View the call at https://docs.google.com/forms/d/13dQ4NW-5Vpir3jAAJi1wo2BkI7pLKNBRKnYCPWvxNX0/viewform?pli=1
Web site: http://www.mawred.org/
Contact: mawred@mawred.org
***

F.7 ARCP Newsletter

The Seventh Report on Cultural Policy in the Arab Region (January to December 2015)

As part of the Cultural Policy in the Arab Region programme, Ettijahat- Independent Culture has released its seventh annual report, which commenced in 2009. The report examines development in twenty-two countries within 2015 by examining cultural policy on a local level in each country and the work of several national groups devoted to cultural policy which collaborate between several countries. It includes developments and news in countries within the Levant (Palestine, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq), the Maghreb (Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco, and Mauritania), plus Egypt, Sudan, and Yemen. View the report at
http://www.arabcp.org/page/496. For previous reports, visit http://www.arabcp.org/page/type/8
Web site: http://www.arabcp.org/site/index
Contact: http://www.arabcp.org/site/contact
***

F.8 Newsletter on the Diversity of Cultural Expressions

Results from the 9th ordinary session of the Intergovernmental Committee

The 9th ordinary session of the Intergovernmental Committee (IC) of the Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions took place December 14 to 16, 2015, at UNESCO headquarters in Paris. The main decisions concern the following problems:

· Preparation of operational guidelines regarding digital issues

· Preferential treatment, international coordination, and cooperation (articles 16 and 21)

· Assessing civil society participation

The report ont the decisions adopted are published on the UNESCO web site in English and French.
***

F.9 Chronique commerce, culture et numérique

Cultural industries facing the breakthrough innovations: The need to transform to survive - Volume 11, Number 3, April 2016

This April 2016 issue reveals mutations of cultural industries in a context where the digital revolution is accompanied by significant breakthrough innovations. We describe initially the characteristics and manifestations of these disruptive innovations in the cultural sector and demonstrate how cultural industries transform to survive the wind of progress which sweeps everything in its path. Next, Octavio Kulesz, from the publishing house Teseo (Argentina) and Digital Minds Network, shares with us the first part of an investigative work on digital publishing in Latin America. It highlights the influence of social networks in the development of digital reading, the development of online bookstores in the region, and the phenomenon of virtual libraries called "Clouds of books". Finally, we analyze the phenomenon of the growing popularity and dominance of online music listening platforms from the low royalties paid to creators of musical works for the digital exploitation of their creations. Download the headlines http://www.ieim.uqam.ca/IMG/pdf/oif-volume11-numero3avril-2016ceim_vf.pdf
Site web: http://www..uqam.ca
Contact: ceim@uqam.ca
***

F.10 Cyberkaris - the monthly electronic newsletter of the Interarts Foundation

Sustainable development model in the culture sector

The City of Aarhus, Denmark, which will be Capital of Culture in 2017, has recently shared a publication on the sustainable model that underpins its position as culture capital: Aarhus Sustainability Model (ASM). The model consists of three tools aimed at cultural, creative and artistic professionals who are looking to create, develop and put in place sustainable initiatives. The tools are: a strategy, a policy and plan of action. http://goo.gl/Tbnygb
***

Crossroads in Cultural Studies 2016

The eleventh edition of the international conference 'Crossroads in Cultural Studies' will take place in Sydney, Australia, this December. Organised by the Association for Cultural Studies (ACS), all interested experts are invited to submit their work on research into cultural studies: popular cultures and gender, globalisation and culture, regulating digital content, the relationship between cultures and industries, etc. Terms. http://crossroads2016.org/call-for-papers/
***

Book Treinta años de políticas culturales en España ('Thirty years of cultural policies in Spain')

Publishing house Publicaciones de la Universidad de Valencia recently published the Treinta años de políticas culturales en España: Participación cultural, gobernanza territorial e industrias culturales ('Thirty years of cultural policies in Spain: cultural participation, territorial governance and cultural industries'). The book describes how cultural policies in Spain have developed since democracy was restored. The publication can be ordered from the website 
http://puv.uv.es/product_info.php?cPath=21_22_48&products_id=25357&language=es&osCsid=0f0e51a422ce105830a1e0a470bdfcdd
***

2015 statistics on censorship and attacks on artistic freedom

Freemuse, an independent organisation that works internationally for freedom of artists' expression, has published the study 'Art Under Threat: Freemuse Annual Statistics on Censorship and Attacks on Artistic Freedom in 2015'. The report analyses and lists all censorship actions that took place in 2015 in the creative sectors of 70 countries. http://freemuse.org/archives/11751
Web site: http://www.interarts.net
Contact: cyberk@interarts.net
***





***

Please send addresses, information, and documents for the OCPA list serve, database, documentation centre and web site!
***
Thank you for your interest and co-operation
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