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Observatory of Cultural Policies in Africa

The Observatory is a Pan African international NGO created in 2002 with the support of African Union, the Ford Foundation, and UNESCO. Its aim is to monitor cultural trends and national cultural policies in the region and to enhance their integration in human development strategies through advocacy, information, research, capacity building, networking, co-ordination, and co-operation at the regional and international levels. 
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H.1 The 2nd Ordinary Session of the Specialized Technical Committee on Youth, Culture and Sports, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 13 – 17 June 2016

The 2nd session of the Specialized Technical Committee Meeting on Youth, Culture and Sport (STC-YCS2), including a Meeting of experts and a conference of ministers, will be held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia from 13 to 17 June 2016 under the theme: “African Year of Human Rights: Promoting Ethics and Cultural Diversity as an Essential Right for the People of Africa’’. The theme of the STC-YCS2 is in line with the overall theme of the Union for 2016 which is: “African Year of Human Rights, with Particular Focus on the Rights of Women.”

As to Culture, the Committee will examine the problem of the promotion of the AU Charter for African Cultural Renaissance, adopted 10 years ago (Khartoum, 2006) but has only been ratified by eight AU Member States. Other policy instruments of the culture that will be discussed are the African Union Plan of Action on Cultural and Creative industries (Algiers, 2008) and the African Union Policy Model on the Protection of Heritage (under development).
The African Union Agenda 2063, the new strategic framework for Africa’s development for the next fifty (50) is also a crucial policy guide for Member States.

The session will also provide an opportunity for the review and adoption of the Report on the Status of the African Audio-Visual and Cinema Sector and the Draft Statute of the African Audio Visual and Cinema Commission (AACC).

The Executive Director of OCPA was invited to participate at this meeting and make a report to the conference about the activities realized by the Observatory since October 2014.

Website: http://www.africaunion.int
Email: MaiyegunO@Africa-Union.Org CC: MartinsA@Africa-Union.org.
***

H.2 World Day for Cultural Dialogue and Development (21 May 2016) - Message from Ms Irina Bokova, Director-General of UNESCO
Celebrating cultural diversity means valuing an outstanding source of exchanges, innovation and creativity, recognizing that the wealth of cultures is the constitutive power of humanity and an important asset for peace and development, the promotion of which is inseparable from the observance of human rights.

Celebrating cultural diversity means opening up new perspectives for sustainable development and promoting creative industries and cultural entrepreneurship as sources of millions of jobs worldwide – particularly for young people and especially for women. Culture is a sustainable development accelerator whose potential has been recognized in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development adopted by the United Nations.

The enemies of human rights always attack cultural diversity, which symbolizes the freedom to be and to think, unbearable to them. On this day, let us dare to respond to them collectively: Let us srengthen the spirit of this day, as a peaceful weapon against isolationism, closure and exclusion, which lead humanity to renounce itself, ignoring its own wealth.

Read the full message at http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0024/002448/244802e.pdf
***

Other items

A. News from OCPA

Activities of the Executive Director
A.1 African World Heritage Fund (AWHF) Seminar on the theme “African World Heritage…Thinking Ahead” and African World Heritage Day
The Seminar was organized in the framework of the celebration of the tenth anniversary of the African World Heritage Fund. It took place on 3-4 May 2016 at the “Cradle of Humankind – Maropeng” African World Heritage site in Johannesburg, South Africa.

The participants discussed the central role of the communities in the conservation of their cultural and natural heritage and stressed the need to adopt a general policy which aims to give the cultural and natural heritage a function in the life of the community.

The discussion focused on the achievements and the challenges since 2006 as well the new targets for the next 10 years. Another key event was the celebration of African World Heritage Day (5 May) proclaimed in 2015 by the General Conference of UNESCO.

The Seminar was attended by the OCPA Executive Director, Lupwishi Mbuyamba who made a Keynote address on World Heritage, Sustainable Development Goals and the Agenda 2063 for the Session 2 on Harmonising Heritage Conservation and Development Initiatives.

***

A.2 OCPA at the International Conference on the mechanisms of governance promoting the contribution of heritage to development in Afghanistan

The Executive Director participated in the International Conference organized by the UNESCO Office in Kabul and the World Bank in cooperation with the Government of Afghanistan on governance mechanisms that facilitate strengthen the contribution of heritage to the acceleration of sustainable development in the country (Rome, Italy, 25 to 27 May 2016) to make a presentation on the experience gained in this field in African countries;

***

A.3 The Executive Director’s Talks with OCPA partners

In May the Director had talks with representatives of several African countries and partner organizations of OCPA, including

· Matoko Firmin, the new Assistant Director-General for Africa (ADG / AFR)

· Lazar Eloundou the Direceur the UNESCO Office in Bamako

· Angela Martins, Head of the Culture Division, Department of Social Affairs, Commission of the African Union

· Charles Binam, Secretary - General of CERDOTOLA

· Ministers of Culture of Cameroon, Kenya and South Africa

· Rémi Sagna, Chief of Cabinet of the Minister of Culture of Senegal.

***

A.4 Other activities

· Maria Manjate, liaison officer represented the OCPA national meetings preparing demonstrations Mozambique to celebrate the "Month of Africa" (May).
***

For previous news and OCPA activities click on http://www.ocpanet.org/activities/news/index-en.html
***
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B. News, events and projects in Africa

B.1 African Heritage Regional Youth Forum (Robben Island World Heritage Site, South Africa, 29 April - 4 May 2016)

The Forum was organized by the African World Heritage Fund (AWHF), the Robben Island Museum, the UNESCO World Heritage Centre, the Government of South Africa and the African Union as the kickoff activity for the 10th year anniversary events of the AWHF.

The Forum’s goal was to provide a sustainable platform for increasing the involvement of youth in African World Heritage. The young were invited to give feedback on topics related to the implementation of the World Heritage Convention in the region.
More at http://awhf.net/index.php/2016/04/29/african-heritage-regional-youth-forum-launch/
Contact: http://awhf.net/index.php/contact-us/
***

B.2 The Debate of WATHI - May-June 2016

Launched in the zone of West Africa integrating Mauritania, the Cameroon and Chad, the intiaitive WATHI Debate is aimed at promoting the exchange of ideas and citizen participation in the discussion of problems concerning the development of the zone.

In May June the discussion is centred on valorising the cultural heritage and the cultural production in West Africa. This theme is a priority issue as the countries concerned have a very rich cultural heritage, which they struggle to promote for their populations and in the world.

These problems have a great importance for the region as enhancing cultural heritage and arts cn generate useful incomes, jobs and resources for the fast-growing population of the region.

Read more at http://www.wathi.org/debat_id/le-debat-de-mai_juin-2016/
Contacts: infowathi@wathi.org
***

B.3 Dak’Art 2016 presents rich variety of contemporary African art

Dak'Art, Africa's largest biennial, curated by Simon Njami, is open until June 3rd in Dakar and showcases 65 artists from all over the African continent, as well as the African diaspora. The theme for the 2016 edition the title of the main exhibition is Re-enchantment. It is held in the former premises of the Dakar courthouse. It invites artists, and above all Africans, to invent new ways to re-enchant the world and the continent.http://www.dw.com/en/dakart-2016-presents-rich-variety-of-contemporary-african-art/g-19240594
***

B.4 African Film Festival (FCAT, Tarifa/Tangiers, 26 May - 4 June 2016)
This thirteenth Festival de Cine Africano (FCAT) returns in 2016 as a cross-border event running in both Spain and Morocco.
It has two competitive sections, one for feature films and for short films. The 2016 edition includes a monograph in tribute to the city of Tangiers, in collaboration with the Cinémathèque de Tanger. It also includes a special programme of outdoor screenings, a new section devoted to ethnographic film, launch of a training centre for new technologies and radio.
For more details see http://www.fcat.es/highlighted/fcat16-call-for-entries-is-now-open/
***

B.5 International Conference "Safeguarding African World Heritage as a Driver of Sustainable Development" (Ngorongoro, Arusha, Tanzania, 31 May to 3 June 2016)

Co-organized by UNESCO World Heritage Centre, Tanzania and China, this international conference brings together various stakeholders in African heritage to raise awareness on the topic of heritage conservation and sustainable development, environment, prosperity and peace, identified as areas of critical importance in the 2030 UN Agenda for Development.

The principal goal is to address the issues, challenges, and major threats related to the effective management and conservation of World Heritage in Africa. The conference's recommendations will be submitted to the World Heritage Convention.

For more information visit http://whc.unesco.org/en/events/1295/
Contact: wh-africa@unesco.org)

***
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C. News about cultural policies, institutions and resources in Africa

C.1 Republic of Guinea: Siaka Barry, the new Minister of Culture, Sports and Historical Heritage

Born in 1973, Siaka Barry holds a College graduate in economics from the University of Conakry (1994-1998). In 2007, he obtained a Master of Arts in Development Economics from the Catholic University of Louvain, UCL (Belgium). He was Assistant Professor of Project Management at the University of Kankan in 2007-2008.

Siaka Barry was an expert in development programs and educational projects until his appointment as Minister of Culture, Sports and Historical Heritage.

More at http://guineematin.com/actualites/politique/qui-est-siaka-barry-le-nouveau-ministre-de-la-culture-des-sports-et-du-patrimoine-historique/
***

C.2 Central African Republic: Cultural and artistic village for national reconciliation
Created as part of the work of the Forum on national reconciliation in CAR (Bangui, 2015) a cultural and artistic village was creted in Bangui by the Ministry of Tourism, Arts, Culture and Crafts to bring together artists and show the importance of culture in the country’life.

Justifying this initiative, Ms. Mauricette Psimhis Monthé, Minister of Tourism, Arts, Culture and Crafts said that "this village should be a venue for all Central Africans where they come to take part in the forum and in particular in the events related to cultural and artistic life."

The program of this cultural village includes theater, hip-hop performances, concerts of traditional and modern dances and exhibitions.
Read the article at http://centrafrique-presse.over-blog.com/2015/05/forum-national-poursuite-des-travaux-en-commissions.html
***

C.3 Launch of the General Inventory of Cultural Heritage of Cameroon

As stated by the Minister of Arts and Culture of Cameroon, Narcisse Mouelle Kombi, the general inventory of cultural heritage constitute a flagship operation of the Programme for Economic, Social and Cultural Development of the Government which attaches great importance to the promotion of culture, namely to the development of creativity, preservation of heritge, cultural entertainment and to the preservation of cultural divesity of Cameroon.

This project builds on the Act of 18 April 2013 on the cultural heritage in Cameroon and on the UNESCO Convention on the Protection of World Cultural and Natural (1972) and on the Convention on the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage (2003).
Read the full article at http://bidjoka.blogspot.hu/2016/03/discours-du-pr-narcisse-mouelle-kombi.html
***

C.4 Priorities of the Department of Arts and Culture of Cameroon for 2016

According to Narcisse Mouelle Kombi, Minister of Arts and Culture of Cameroon since October 2015, in 2016, the MINAC will promote Cameroonian culture and cultural policy namely with a view to find additional ways and means to improve the conditions of life and work of the artists; to clean up the area of copyright and to assess the functioning of the appropriation account set up by the President Paul Biya to support cultural policy.

Narcisse Mouelle Kombi earned a diploma in political science (1989) in France. After aggregation (1993) he started teaching at the Faculty of Legal Sciences and Policy at the University of Yaounde II, he served as a Research Officer at the Secretariat General of the Presidency (1995 - 2003), Dean of the Faculty of Juridical and political Sciences of the University of Douala (2003-05), director of the International Relations Institute of Cameroon (2005-12), member of the Commission of Civil and Political Rights and of the National Commission of Human Rights and Freedoms (since 2006).

From 2011 he was Special Advisor to the President until his appointment as minister of culture.
***

C.5 Congo: The new Minister of Culture and Arts, Leonidas Carrel Mottom Mamoni

May 16, 2016 - The new Minister of Culture and Arts of the Republic of Congo, Leonidas Mottom Mamoni Carrel, was born in 1982 in Brazzaville. After a part of his studies in the country, he went to France where he received a postgraduate degree in Economic and Social Administration and a diploma in Management of Business Units (2008 and 2009). Two years later, he obtaineed a master degree in insurance and claims management.

Then he served as sales manager with the Orange phone companyand as insurance manager in the Mutual Insurance of Craftsmen of France.

Today Minister of Culture and Arts, Leonidas Mottom Mamoni Carrel says he is ready to face the challenges ahead following the roadmap of government action. Together with cultural and artists he has a successful march towards development.

Source: http://www.adiac-congo.com/content/executif-portrait-du-ministre-de-la-culture-et-des-arts-50853
***
C.6 South Africa: Promoting Social Cohesion Through Arts and Culture

May 11 - In his address during the Department of Arts and Culture (DAC) Budget Vote Minister of Arts and Culture Nathi Mthethwa emphasized fostering the promotion of South Africa's cultural diversity is the best way of promoting and developing social cohesion
A special tax has been launched by the department to bring the support necessary  that needs to arts and culture enabling them to develop their its full development potential, the minister said.

Supplementing this cultural development tax incentive is a Venture Capital Fund (VCF) aimed at contributing to the development of sustainable SMEs (Small and Medium Enterprises) within the Arts, Culture and Heritage sector by providing finance."
In the debateit was also underlined that at the centre of this effort plays an important role the promotion of the South African official languages. But that cannot be achieved if the Pan South African Language Board (PanSALB) is not functioning as effective as it should. 
More at http://allafrica.com/stories/201605111440.html
***
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D. News, institutions, resources and events in other regions

D.1 Call for Proposals for the UNESCO Report 'Re/Shaping Cultural Policies' 2017
UNESCO is inviting cultural research experts and institutes to submit a proposal for the collection, analysis and visualization of data to be included in the 2nd edition of the UNESCO Global Report on the implementation of the 2005 Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions, to be published in December 2017. The deadline for submission of proposals is 3 June 2016. 
The Global Report series is conceived as a tool for monitoring the implementation of the 2005 Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions. Those interested are requested to send in their proposals by 3 June 2016 to Anthony Krause (a.krause@unesco.org) and Lindsay Cotton (l.cotton@unesco.org).
For more information visit en.unesco.org/creativity/files/unesco-global-report-2017-call-proposals
***

D.2 Conference Unite4heritage: Cultural Diversity under Attack Protecting Heritage for Peace
Organized by UNESCO, the European Union and the Government of Flanders, this conference will take place in Brussels on 9 - 10 June 2016.
It is inspired by the fact that the intensity and the number of attacks against the cultural heritage has increased significantly in recent years. The persecution of individuals for cultural or religious reasons, combined with the systematic destruction of their cultural heritage, marked the emergence of a form of cultural cleansing that is unprecedented in recent history. On the other hand the protection of cultural diversity can contribute to restoring social cohesion and to opening prospects to resolve crises, particularly in protracted conflict situations.
The discussion of this vision can strengthen conflict prevention and crisis management policies. The programme will include the following topics: Cultural Diplomacy; Protecting Cultural Rights in Protracted Crisis; Culture and Arts for Dialogue, Conflict Resolution and Stabilization; Culture for Recovery, Rehabilitation and Resilience; and Working with Law Enforcement to Protect Cultural Property.

For more information contact: unite4heritagebxl@unesco.org or visit
www.unesco.org/new/en/brussels
***

D.3 Why Must Culture Be at the Heart of Sustainable Urban Development?
In the context of Habitat III (2016) and the implementation of the Global Sustainable Development Goals, the policy paper Why Must Culture be at the Heart of Sustainable Urban Development? proposes ways to integrate culture in the sustainable development of cities, and aims to identify pathways to include culture in integrated sustainability planning and implementation processes.

The paper proposes ways to integrate culture in the sustainable development of cities, and aims to identify pathways to include culture in integrated sustainability planning processes.

More www.agenda21culture.net/images/a21c/articles/documentos/Culture_SD_cities_web.pdf
***
D.4 Managing Art Projects with Societal Impact. Study Book for Students, Stakeholders and Researchers

This Study Book is one way to respond to the aims set by the MAPSI Project. These are to

· Create a specialization programs in management of artistic projects with societal impact;

· Create an international network on management cultural projects with societal impact;

· Create a specialization for managers for artistic projects with societal impact;

· Develop new teaching materials of high quality cultural management education

· Build up a conception of new integrated models for interactive study and internships.

The book is particularly called a ‘study book’, aiming not to give direct answers, but to open avenues for students and practitioners to reflect and learn to create their own way of managing art project with societal impact.
Read more and access the book at https://issuu.com/mapsiproject/docs/mapsi_study_book
***
D.5 Africa Day (25 May) and the Africa Week (Paris, 23 – 27 May 2016)

On the occasion of Africa Day, celebrated every year on 25 May, the African UNESCO Member States Group organizes the Africa Week. This week dedicated to reflection, intellectual exchange, it pays tribute honor to the diversity of cultural and artistic heritage of Africa, through an exhibition and sale of art, contemporary paintings and publications, film screenings and a gala evening. This annual event confirms too UNESCO's commitment to its cooperation with Africa, one of the global priorities of the Organization.

Source: http://fr.unesco.org/events/semaine-africaine-edition-2016 (in French)
***




***

E. Actualités culturelles dans la presse africaine/Cultural Agenda in the African Press

E.1 Links to portals

http://fr.allafrica.com/arts/bydate/?n=1
http://www.africaonline.com/site/africa/arts.jsp
http://www.apanews.net/news/fr/rubrique.php?id=65

http://weekly.ahram.org.eg/2003/646/culture.htm

http://english.alarabonline.org/display.asp?code=zculturez
***

E.2 Selected information from Allafrica
Ghana: Minding Your Language... Losing Our Culture and Our Identity

Language is the most essential component of the culture and identity of a people. It is the reservoir of culture, and, according to Prof. Okoth Okombo of the linguistics and communication skills faculty of the University of Nairobi, most of the cultural wealth of a community is stored in its language - their philosophy of life, stories and medicinal practices. Africa has between 2,000 and 2,500 different spoken languages. To protect our language, we must introduce the learning of indigenous languages and dialects. If our languages die, we die with them. http://allafrica.com/stories/201605240228.html
***

Tanzania: New Film Industry Law in the Pipeline - Minister

Arusha — A new legislation for the film industry is in the offing, the minister for Information, Culture, Arts and Sports, Mr Nape Nnauye, has announced. The new law would be enacted after the formulation of a policy for the sector slated for the forthcoming 2016/2017 financial year. The planned reforms aim to protect copyrights of artistic works by local artistes, including film makers and musicians, he said in an event organised by Tanzanite International Film Festival (TIFF). His first task in reforming the sector would be finding out how local film producers could benefit from copyrights of their artistic works,.

http://allafrica.com/stories/201605021052.html
***

Cameroon: Arts and Culture - New Officials Commissioned, Tasked

The Minister of Arts and Culture, Prof. Narcisse Mouelle Kombi, commissioned six officials of his ministry appointed by a presidential decree of April 29, 2016. They were inaugurated alongside administrative assistants appointed by the Minister on May 10, 2016. Narcisse Mouelle Kombi called on the new officials to show proof of loyalty, discipline and respect for ethics in order to better satisfy the needs of users. He used the occasion to remind the officials of the task that lies ahead of them. http://allafrica.com/stories/201605170386.html
***

SA: Minister of Culture Congratulates SABC on Increasing Local Content Quotas

Arts and Culture Minister, Mr Nathi Mthethwa, has expressed his support for SABC's increase in local content quotas. "We welcome the decision taken by the South African Broadcasting Corporation (SABC) to raise local content on its radio stations to 90%. Local content develops, protects and promotes our national identity, culture and character. Local content broadcast is an important element in the economy, as it determines market share. The more local content is used by broadcasters and other users the more the owners of the content receive financial benefit." http://allafrica.com/stories/201605161130.html
***

Sudan: Musa Mohamed Ahmed Affirms Importance of Culture for Supporting Unity

Khartoum — Assistant of the President, Musa Mohamed Ahmed, has affirmed the important role of culture for realizing unity and establishing a strong and advanced state. This came in his address to the second session of the National Council for Culture and Arts. Musa has called on the council to issue inclusive decisions for enhancing the cultural projects. He also called for issuing recommendations for enhancing the culture of children and people of special needs, exhibiting the historic cultural heritage and motivating the innovators. He called for paving the way for cultural initiatives supporting tolerance, reconciliation and to the increase of production. http://allafrica.com/stories/201605050816.html
***
Sudan: Minister of Culture Affirms Ministry Concern With National Cultural Projects

Khartoum — Minister of Culture, Al-Tayeb Hassan Bedawi has underlined concern of the Ministry with the national cultural projects , referring to projects of cultural capitals , which provide infrastructures and cultural values that reflect authenticity of Sudanese community. The Minister lauded , during his meeting with West Darfur deputies in the presence of State Minister of Culture , Mustafa Tirab and Undersecretary of the Ministry, Karamalla Hamid, efforts made for completing projects of Al-Genaina as Capital of Sudanese Culture Project, indicating to cultural mobilization made by the Project.

http://allafrica.com/stories/201604270285.html
***
E.3 Selected information from Panapress
http://www.panapress.com/RubIndexlat.asp?code=eng006&dte=22/07/2008
***





***

F. Info from newsletters and information services

F.1 News from the web site of UNESCO's Communication and Information Sector

Press freedom: What is the position of your country in the 2016 ranking of RSF?

Reporters Without Borders unveiled on April 20 its annual ranking of press freedom worldwide. According to this document, southern Africa is fairly well placed while the Great Lakes is legging behind. The situation of the press is inglorious. If Tunisia (96th out of 180 countries) gained thirty places since last year, Algeria (129th) loses ten, like Libya (164th), while Morocco (131st) stagnates. The state of press freedom also remains a concern in most of the other countries of the continent all located between 100th and 160th place worldwide.
http://www.jeuneafrique.com/319639/societe/liberte-de-presse-position-de-pays-classement-2016-de-rsf/?utm_source=Newsletter_JA_Actu&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=Newsletter_JA_Actu_21_04_16
***

F.2 News from the International Federation of Arts Councils and Cultural Agencies

Brazil's artists call for the return of the Ministry of Culture
Following the closure of Brazil's Ministry of Culture, industry professionals and the artistic community have issued an open letter of protest to interim president Michel Temer, citing the creation of the Ministry in March 1985 among 'the great achievements of the Brazilian democratic identity'. http://ifacca.org/en/news/2016/05/13/artists-call-return-ministry-culture/
***
Ghana to establish Creative Arts Council
Ghana's Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Creative Arts, has held a workshop to engage stakeholders regarding the Creative Arts Bill. If passed, the ‘Creative Industry Scheme’ bill would ensure effective management of the creative sector, and establish a Creative Arts Council, to address issues of funding, copyright and the progress of the industry.

http://www.ghananewsagency.org/social/secretariat-for-creative-arts-practitioners-soon--103558
***

Nordic Ministers of Culture adopt landmark Declaration
Nordic Ministers of Culture have adopted a Declaration that reaffirms artistic freedom as a fundamental right. The Ministers have pledged to support and enhance UNESCO's global monitoring activities in the areas of artistic freedom, gender equality, civil society participation and challenges of the digital age. http://en.unesco.org/creativity/nordic-ministers-culture-adopt-landmark-declaration-promoting-diversity-cultural-expressions-and
***

Understanding the value of arts and culture
The Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC, UK) have released the final report for their Cultural Value Project. The report draws on a wide range of literature and presents extensive research on the impact of engagement with the arts and culture.
http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/documents/publications/cultural-value-project-final-report/
***

The Moroccan Creative Economy Market
The Moroccan Ministry of Economy and Finance’s Department of Economic Studies and Financial Forecast published a report entitled “Creative Economy: Economic and Patrimonial Opportunities”, which addresses the role of the creative economy, including the contributions it makes to growth, job creation, territorial inclusion and the exchange of goods and services.

http://www.medculture.eu/information/news/how-much-moroccan-creative-economy-market-worth
***

Call for submissions: report on intentional destruction of cultural heritage
Karima Bennoune, UN Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights, is seeking contributions for the next thematic report to the Human Rights Council, which will address the intentional destruction of cultural heritage. The consultation will assess the intentional destruction of cultural heritage as a violation of human rights and its impact on the exercise of the rights to access cultural heritage, to access to and participate in cultural life. http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/CulturalRights/Pages/Intentionaldestructionofculturalheritage.aspx
Web site: www.ifacca.org
Contact: info@ifacca.org
***

F.3 ARCP Newsletter

Syria: On Syrian Cultural Work During the Years of Embers: A New Book by The Workgroup on Cultural Priorities in Syria

Within the Cultural Priorities in Syria Programme, Ettijahat- Independent Culture published, in association with Mamdouh Adwan Publishing House, a new book titled On Syrian Cultural Work During the Years of Embers, on April 18th 2016. The book was published with the support of Al Mawred Al Thaqafy, as a part of the Cultural Policy in the Arab Region programme. http://www.creativememory.org/?p=124732
***

Country Profile: Cultural Policy in Jordan- Compendium Profile – 2015

The exploratory survey aims to monitor laws and mechanisms which control cultural policy activism in Jordan. It was undertaken in accordance to the Compendium format, utilised for cultural policy studies worldwide. The report, attached below, summarises the most noteworthy developments of 2014, comparing them to the 2010 report on cultural policies in Jordan. Download the Arabic version at http://www.arabcp.org/page/517
***

Statistics in Cultural Policy from the Arab Region 2015
In this issue, we present the most important and prominent figures and statistics on cultural policy in the Arab region from 1 January until 31 December 2015. Read more at http://www.arabcp.org/page/528
Web site: http://www.mawred.org/latestnews.htm
Contact: mawred@mawred.org
***

F.4 Agenda 21 Culture Circular

World Forum on Arts and Cultural Education (Belo Horizonte, Brazil, 26-29 April 2016)

The event aims to provide a forum for discussions and exchanges of experience on projects and training activities in the field of cultural and art education. The Forum program was structured around priority themes such as artistic training as a right; artistic and cultural training methodologies. The four-day program will offer a forum for discussions with national and international experts working in the field of art education as well as programmed exchanges of views and presentation of training activities, methodologies and community actions. More at https://www.facebook.com.br/forumartecultura and http://www.bhfazcultura.pbh.gov.br
Web site : http://www.agenda21culture.net/
Conact: info@agenda21culture.net
***

F.5 Pambazuka News

Special Issue (19 May 2016): The African Union and Pan-Africanism today

Some of the main features of this issue are

· An African philosophy of history for African unity - Odomaro Mubangizi

· Against colonial borders: The need for African citizenship now - Hashi Kenneth Tafira

· The AU on a quest for post-national identity

· Towards charting a path to the Ubuntu village tree - Francisco Kofi Nyaxo Olympio

· Anne Deborah Atai-Omoruto: An unsung heroine of Africa - Cameron Duodu
Site web: http://www.pambazuka.org/
Contact: editor@pambazuka.org
***

F.6 Newsletter on the Diversity of Cultural Expressions

RIJDEC study on renewing cultural exemptions in the digital age

The International Network of Lawyers for the Diversity of Cultural Expressions (RIJDEC) presented the second part of its report on the implementation of the 2005 Convention at the forum in Mons to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the Convention on October 25, 2015. The study looks at explicit references to the Convention in trade agreements to construct an overview and collect best practices. It concludes with RIJDEC’s recommendations. The study is available at www.coalitionfrancaise.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/RIJDEC-Le-renouvellement-de-lexception-culturelle-%C3%A0-l%C3%A8re-du-num%C3%A9rique-22-10-15.pdf
Web site: http://www.diversite-culturelle.qc.ca/
E-mail: SGDC@mcccf.gouv.qc.ca
***

F.7 Alger Culture: Action culturelle

Algérie: Atelier de formation en gestion d’évènements culturels (Tamanrasset, 20-21 mai 2016)
Pour la première fois depuis sa création en 2012, le Groupe de Travail sur la Politique Culturelle en Algérie (GTPCA), organise, en partenariat avec El Mawred El Thaqafy, une série d’ateliers dans le Sud de l’Algérie, en gestion des événements culturels. Tamanrasset accueillera le premier atelier. Le Sud est le cœur battant de l’Algérie, mais malgré ses richesses culturelles et sa diversité, il demeure isolé artistiquement par rapport au reste du pays. Le GTPCA veut attirer l’attention aussi sur l’importance de l’implication de la société civile dans la décentralisation culturelle, puisque 95% des structures et événements culturels en Algérie sont implantés et organisés dans le Nord du pays. Site web: http://gtpca.org/tamanrasset-appel-a-candidature-pour-un-atelier-de-formation-en-gestion-des-evenements-culturels/, Contact: info@gtpca.org
Site web: www.alger-culture.com
E-mai: info@alger-culture.com
***

F.8 Cyberkaris - the monthly electronic newsletter of the Interarts Foundation

SouthMed CV: exchange of experience in two Mobility & Capacity Building Encounters

SouthMed CV organised two Mobility & Capacity Building Encounters to enable representatives of the sub-granted projects of the 1st call to meet, present their projects and exchange experiences. The first Encounter (Tunisia, 4 to 8 April 2016) in Tunisia, involving projects from Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia, the second Encounter (Beirut, Lebanon, 18 - 21 April), for the projects from Palestine and Lebanon. http://www.smedcv.net/the-mobility-capacity-building-encounter-in-tunis-begins/
***

Publication on cultural policy in Europe

The European House for Culture recently published Beyond Visions: A policy on culture in Europe. The book is the sixth volume in the EFA BOOKS series and includes a range of essays featuring the views of from members of the European Parliament as well as Tibor Navracsics, the Commissioner for Education, Culture, Youth and Sports, on the role that culture can play in European policy development and decision-making. The publication is available at http://www.efa-aef.eu/en/initiatives/publications/
***

Federica Mogherini’s speech at the European Culture Forum (Brussels, 19-20 April 2016)
At the last European Culture Forum, Federica Mogherini, High Representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, presented the first European strategy on cultural diplomacy, which will be presented this month to the European Parliament and the Council. In an address entitled 'Putting culture at the core of European foreign policy,' the high representative stressed the importance of culture, both to prevent radicalisation and to foster economic growth, as well as the benefits of investing in culture. Ms Mogherini's address is available here. http://eeas.europa.eu/statements-eeas/2016/160420_03_en.htm
Web site: http://www.interarts.net
Contact: cyberk@interarts.net
***

F.9 C-News - Culturelink Newsletter

2nd World Culture Forum: Culture for an Inclusive Sustainable Planet
The Forum focusing on Culture for an Inclusive Sustainable Planet will be held in Bali, Indonesia, on 10 - 14 October 2016. It will support the United Nations' call to encourage and promote culture as a driver and enabler of sustainable development.
http://www.culturelink.org/conf/diary/2016.html#forum
***

Cultural Interventions: Cultural Policy and Management Yearbook 2014-2015
The new publication is the fifth of the Yearbooks published by Istanbul Bilgi University Press, covering major cultural policy issues and debates from Turkey and neighbouring countries in 2014-2015. http://www.culturelink.org/news/publics/2016/publication2016-019.html
***

Open Call for the CREARE Course on the Value of Culture 2016
CREARE is organising the 7th edition of the International Summer School in Cultural Economics, to be held in Amsterdam, the Netherlands, on 23 - 27 August 2016. The course will explore the interaction of the arts, culture, society and economy. The deadline for applications is 11 July 2016. http://www.culturelink.org/conf/diary/2016.html#cultecart
Web site: http://www.culturelink.org/
Contact: Culturelink@irmo.hr
***

F.10 IMC Music World News

Professionalize the African music sector
The Programme for the Development of African Music, coordinated by the International Music Council and supported by the ACPCultures + program, organized on 19 and 20 April 2016 the second edition of IMPACT Music Conference held on "Music, Tech, and new business models in Africa" during the Festival of Urban Music Anoumabo (FEMUA) in Côte d’Ivoire. - See more at: http://www.imc-cim.org/music-world-news-magazine/music-industry/3351-professionnaliser-le-secteur-de-la-musique-africaine.html
Web site: http://www.imc-cim.org/
Contact: http://www.imc-cim.org/contact-us.html
***

F.11 South African Art Times

Contemporary African Art A Bargain Compared With Other Art

Works by Africa’s best-known living artists typically sell for less than $150,000 - the ballpark asking price at auction for works by much younger, less time-tested artists like New York art star Dan Colen, says Bonhams expert Giles Peppiatt. Politically charged portraits by Congolese Cheri Samba, the first contemporary African painter to have a show at the Louvre, still sell.
http://arttimes.co.za/contemporary-african-art-bargain-compared-art-hot-spots/
Web site: http://www.arttimes.co.za
Contatc: broadcast@arttimes.co.za
***
F.12 Chronicle “Commerce, culture and digital era”
The Transatlantic partnership and articulation of cultural, commercial and digital: European Resistance against the American offensive, Vol. 11, 2016

We mainly deal in this issue of reluctance and skepticism expressed by Europeans in relation to the Transatlantic Partnership negotiations (TTIP) between the European Union and the United States. Our analysis includes the recognition and articulation of cultural, digital and commercial issues in this partnership by highlighting the power relations and the divergence and convergence between the two parties. This issue also examines the findings of an Oxfam America study that examines the practices of tax evasion by US multinationals. We zoom in on the multinationals in the digital sector, for illustration the case of Apple and Google. Finally, the number ends with the entry into a new digital era for cultural policy in Canada, reflecting a genuine willingness to take responsibility on the part of these governments. Read the chronic at http://www.ieim.uqam.ca/IMG/pdf/oif-volume11-numero4mai-2016ceim_vf_1_.pdf
Website: http://www.uqam.ca
Contact: ceim@uqam.ca
***

F.13 Sauti za Busara

Satui za Busara resumes at the Old Fort in Stone Town, Zanzibar from 9 to 12 February 2017
During four days, East Africa’s favourite festival will feature: 
· Live Music: World-class performances with 400 artists (40 groups) on 3 stages, 100% live!

· Carnival Parade: Bringing more buzz to Zanzibar Town and outlying areas

· Swahili Encounters: Local and visiting artists meet, exchange and create collaborations 

· Movers & Shakers: Local and global industry professionals meet, network and exchange

Applications must include two recent recordings (on CD and/or DVD), two quality photos and the artists’ biography (max 500 words), to reach Busara Promotions office before 31 July 2016. For more information visit http://www.busaramusic.org/callforartists/2017/index.php
Web site: http://www.busaramusic.org/
Contact: busara@busara.or.tz
***

F.14 FestFlash of the European Festivals Association

10th Atelier for Young Festival Managers (Budapest, 2 – 8 June 2016)
The next Atelier for Young Festival Managers, an international exchange programme run by The Festival Academy and initiated by the European Festivals Association (EFA) will be hosted by Armel Opera Festival. The Atelier Budapest 2016 will gather 45 young festival managers from 26 countries. During the Atelier participants broaden their programming skills, join a network of future festival leaders worldwide, and are inspired by eight renowned festival directors from all over the world.
The Atelier of Budapest 2016 is set to continue the success of previous editions held in Germany (2006), Bulgaria (2009), Singapore (2011), Turkey (2011), Slovenia (2012), the UK (2014), Poland (2014), Lebanon (2015), and South Korea (2015).

More at http://www.efa-aef.eu/en/news/1609-10th-atelier-for-young-festival-managers-to-kick-off-2-june-in-budapest/
Web site: www.efa-aef.eu!

Contact: info@efa-aef.eu
***

F.15 Culture resource – Mawred (Beirut)

Grants available from Culture Resource to support local and regional Arab culture policy development initiatives
Culture Resource invites cultural and artistic organizations, researchers, directors and legal scholars to submit proposals for projects and initiatives that seek to monitor and develop cultural policies in the Arab region. The application deadline is 29 May 2016. Grants of up to $8,000 will be awarded to the projects seeking to monitor, develop, research and design cultural policies concerned with the following four focal areas: freedom of expression and cultural rights, promoting broader popular access to culture in Arab societies, funding culture, and exploring new forms and methods of community and professional organization for artists and cultural groups. The maximum duration: one year. Type of projects: studies or research, awareness-raising campaigns, seminars, conferences, study circles, training workshops, capacity building activities, publications, etc. More information at http://mawred.org/press-room/open-call-to-apply-for-grants-related-to-cultural-policies/
Web site: http://www.mawred.org/
Contact: mawred@mawred.org
***





***

Please send addresses, information, and documents for the OCPA list serve, database, documentation centre and web site!
***
Thank you for your interest and co-operation
***
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