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Dear Readers,
This time you will receive OCPA News in a new format. First of all, this issue is a wholly bilingual one. It contains an English version followed by the French one. Secondly it is selective mainly as to the news concerning cultural and artistic events. We hope that you will like these innovations.

***
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Highlight
The 5th of May Proclaimed African World Heritage Day

On 17 November 2015, the 38th Session of the General Conference of UNESCO adopted a resolution proclaiming May 5th as African World Heritage Day, in conjunction with the 10th anniversary of the African World Heritage Fund (AWHF) (2006-2016).

This Resolution, in line with UNESCO’s Priority Africa programme, is aimed to ncrease international awareness of African heritage. It will foster cooperation on the local, regional, and global scale to allow for stronger involvement from many stakeholders in the conservation of African heritage.

This day will help make them more aware of the intergenerational sense of belonging and ownership of his common property of humankind. It underscores the potential of heritage as a source of creativity and socioeconomic development, and furthers the status of men and women promoters of heritage in our societies. In doing so, it empowers them to address the multiple threats to their heritage: natural disasters, armed conflicts, and illicit trafficking.

The UNESCO website will regularly provide information on African World Heritage Day as well as the activities surrounding the 10th anniversary of the creation of the African World Heritage Fund (AWHF).

Web site: http://whc.unesco.org
Contact: Edmond Moukala Chief, Africa Unit World Heritage Centre, UNESCO, e.moukala@unesco.org
***
Editorial
10th anniversary of the Charter for the African Cultural Renaissance

It was a festive day, January 24, 2006, when the communiqué sanctioning the conclusion the Assembly of Heads of State of the African Union, a special summit devoted to education and culture, met in Khartoum, had announced the adoption and signing of the Charter for the Cultural Renaissance of Africa. Ten years have passed since then, but the entry into force of the Charter is still to come, as by now only 8 of 54 Member States have ratified it.

Three months earlier, in October 2005, the UNESCO General Conference meeting at its headquarters in Paris for its 33rd session, had adopted the Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions. The tenth anniversary of this event has been celebrated with brilliance and with an ad hoc global report which reveals that 139 Member States have ratified the Convention.

While comparison is not a reason, but that should still give another impulse to political leaders, cultural professional as well as technical structures like the Nation States in Africa, and get them to deny that they would be more willing to adopt Agendas then to testify in promising actions of an active political will.

For indeed, one may wonder about the fate of the Agenda 2063 adopted one year ago by the Assembly of the African Union, in which the No. 5 Aspiration urges Member States to build an Africa endowed with a strong cultural identity, heritage, values and common ethics all strained to the top of its renaissance, when the Charter of African Cultural Renaissance itself, 10 years after its adoption, looks at them and waiting for them!

Maputo, January 21, 2016

Lupwishi Mbuyamba

***

A. News from OCPA
Activities of the Executive Director
A.1 Executive Director to the Board of the Cultural Centre “Le Mont des Arts” (Kinshasa, DRC, January 8, 2016)
On January 8, Lupwishi Mbuyamba, Executive Director of OCPA chaired the fourth regular meeting of the Board of the Centre culturel Le Mont des Arts, a partner of OCPA in the DRC whose program is especially oriented artistic initiation and education of children and youth.
This meeting was attended, in addition to ordinary Board members, by Dr. Damien Pwono, diplomatic adviser to the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of the DRC, the Commissioner-General of FESPAM (Panafrican Festival of Music), Hugues Ondaye Brain Tshibanda, by the Deputy Director of the Centre Wallonie-Bruxelles in Kinshasa and by Nziengue Mireille, Assistant Administrative African Music Council (MAC).
In the center of the debate: the adoption of a program of activities for 2016 and determination of the great cultural events of the year involving partners and regional and international cooperation.
***
A.2 OCPA at the Festival on the Niger River (Segou, Mali, February 3 to 7, 2016)
At the invitation of the Director General of the Festival and President of the Arterial Network, Mr. Mamou Daffe, the Executive Director of OCPA will take part, from February 3 to 7, at this event and its colloquium. It is expected to resume at this occasion the discussions launched in Abidjan in Yaoundé and continued last year, with a view to the poin of programs and cultural cooperation projects of common interest.

***
For previous news and OCPA activities click on http://www.ocpanet.org/activities/news/index-en.html
***

[image: image3.jpg]



***
B. News, events and projects in Africa

B.1 The 9th edition of the Market of the African Performing Arts (MASA, Abidjan, 5 - 12 March 2016)
The 9th edition of the festival on the theme „Reinventing the Performing Arts will present 70 companies from Africa, the Caribbean, the Pacific, America and Europe in five disciplines: storytelling, dance, comedy, music and theatre.

The MASA is a cultural platform for promoting African Performing Arts. Its main objectives are to:

- support creativity and good quality productions

- facilitate the movement of artists and their works within Africa and throughout the world

- train artists and key professionals in the production field

- promote African Performing Arts.
Web site: http://www.masa.ci/en/
Contact: http://www.masa.ci/en/contacts
***

B.2 Dak'Art 2016

The twelfth edition of the art biennale of Dakar, Senegal, will run from 3 May to 2 June 2016. Founded in 1994 and organised by Senegal's Ministry of Culture and Communications, it has become the world's leading event on contemporary African art.
Entitled 'City in the Blue Daylight', Dak'Art 2016 features an international exhibition as its main activity. Artists from Africa and the diaspora are invited to take part.

More information at http://www.biennaledakar.org/
***
B.3 The 3rd Congress of the African Federation of Cinema Critics (F.A.C.C.)

The Congress of FACC, held in the margins of the 2nd Media Forum in Africa on the theme “images and Opportunities”, took place from 17 to 19 December 2015 in Marrakech (Morocco).

Thirty participants from 15 countries proceeded to the adoption of the statutes and bylaws, to the election of a new executive committee of the Federation and to the approval of its action plan for 2016-2018.

Founded in Tunis in 2004, the FACC is a non-governmental organization of African film critics associations grouping 350 individual members in 33 countries on the continent and also associations of the African diaspora in Europe.

Based in Dakar, Senegal, the Federation has a database that covers nearly 16,000 movies and offers visitors more than 2,647 articles and reviews about film in Africa.

Read more at http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/201512281955.html and http://www.mokoloprojects.org/congress-of-the-african-federation-of-cinema-critics-f-a-c-c/
***

B.4 Fifth Meeting of the Arab Assembly for Cultural Policy

This meeting was held by Al Mawred Al Thaqafy as part of a programme of cultural policy initiatives in the Arab region.

It took place in Beirut from 17 to 22 December 2015 with the participation of representatives from 12 activist groups. The meeting discussed local and regional developments, groups’ work environments, and planning the program’s next steps. This was especially important as the meeting followed a lengthy evaluation of each group’s work and the program itself since its founding in 2009.

The meeting was followed by a two-day workshop about cultural policy capacity-building, conducted by Dr Milena Sesic and Dr Wolfgang Schneider from the University of Hildesheim.

Read more at http://www.arabcp.org/page/384
***

B.5 Study and workshop held on Senegalese cinema and audiovisual development
The Ministry of Culture and Communication is organizing a workshop on the diagnosis and the development of a five year strategic plan structured around the integrated development of the cinema and audiovisua sectors in Senegal.
This meeting took place December 17, 2015 in Dakar under the chairmanship of Mr. Mbagnick Ndiaye, Minister of Culture and Communication.

The said study was launched February 24, 2015 and driven by the StatAfrica consultancy firm.

More at http://www.culture.gouv.sn/?q=communique-de-presse-de-latelier-de-restitution-de-letude-diagnostic-du-cinema-et-de-laudiovisuel
***

B.6 Africa: Contribution of culture to development

Twenty African countries including Senegal, Gabon, Burkina Faso, Nigeria, Niger, Egypt and Togo participated starting Friday in Lome in the World Day of the African culture. Debates, conferences and cultural performance groups will take place until 24 January.

This event intends to contribute on how culture can contribute to regional integration, economic development and the search for peace in Africa. The organizers state that a charter should be adopted after discussions.

More at http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/201601221023.html
***
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C. News about cultural policies, institutions and resources in Africa

C.1 Reviewing Culture Strategies in Tunis

A Culture Resource initiative has brought 18 young representatives of six cultural institutions from different parts the country together in Tunis to review work strategies, cultural activities and ways to communicate with local communities in order to heighten public enthusiasm for Tunisian cultural production. The six-day meeting, which took place in October, took the form of a technical workshop organised by Culture Resource as part of its Abbara program, which seeks to bolster the institutionalization process of local cultural initiatives in five Arab countries (Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, Syria and Yemen).
Culture Resource launched the Abbara programme in 2011. By now, the programme has supported more than 50 cultural associations and initiatives. Abbara promotes the institutional development of cultural organisations. Towards this end it offers training courses in cultural management and funding innovative programmes targeting local communities for their increasing involvement in culture.

***

C.2 Ethiopia: Ministry Set to Create Platform for Artistic Works Recognition

Commemorating artistic works of Abate Mekuria at the National Theatre, Culture and Tourism State Minister Advisor Cherinet Tilahun said in his opening remark that art is capable of changing the perception of the society through mobilizing them for national development by raising level of awareness.

He also announced Ministry plan to establish an institution that will promote and encourage artistic works in the Second Growth and Transformation Plan. The institution is expected to address problems related to awards and recognition currently given in an unplanned trend.

He added that the Ministry has already designed new policy that will support the art sector and is expected to be adopted in the near future.

Source: http://allafrica.com/stories/201601051006.html
***

C.3 Tunisia: Financing Agreement Reached for Cultural Sector in Tunisia

On December 1st2015, the European Union signed an agreement with Tunisia at the Ministère du Développement et de la Coopération Internationale (MDCI) which entailed EU sponsorship of Tunisia’s cultural sector to the sum of €6 million. The agreement will expire in 72 months.

Signees included Latifa Lakhdar, Minister of Culture and Heritage Preservation, and Laura Baeza, Head of Delegation and Ambassador to the European Union in Tunisia.

The agreement aims to make cultural policy an integral component of Tunisia’s social project, an important factor for economic and social growth and new a form of nationalism.

Three forms of support were made possible by the new agreement: the restructuring of the cultural sector, the development of cultural diversity in Tunisia and the promotion of the right to cultural exposure and creative expression.

Read more at http://arabcp.org/
***
C.4 Paragraphs of the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights including a direct reference to culture (adopted by the Assembly of the OAU, Nairobi, Kenya, June 1981)

(Lire la version française de cette information dans le Nº 339 de l’OCPA News)

N.B. As announced in the previous issue of OCPA News, 2016 was proclaimed the African Year of Human Rights. OCPA considers that this initiative provides an opportunity for further reflection on the interactions between culture and human rights. In this perspetive we recall the existing cultural references in the text of the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights with a view to enable to assess the relevance and implications of these principles for national cultural policies and to stimulate the efforts of confront these principles with the reality.

Preamble

……

Convinced that it is henceforth essential to pay particular attention to the right to development and that civil and political rights cannot be dissociated from economic, social and cultural rights in their conception as well as universality and that the satisfaction of economic, social and cultural rights is a guarantee for the enjoyment of civil and political rights;
Have agreed as follows:

Part I: Rights and duties

Chapter I: Human and peoples’ rights

Article 17

1. …..

2. Every individual may freely take part in the cultural life of his community.

3. The promotion and protection of morals and traditional values recognized by the community shall be the duty of the State.

…..
Article 20

3. All peoples shall have the right to the assistance of the State Parties to the present Charter in their liberation struggle against foreign domination, be it political, economic or cultural.

Article 22

1. All peoples shall have the right to their economic, social and cultural development with due regard to their freedom and identity and in the equal enjoyment of the common heritage of mankind.

2. …..

Chapter II: Duties

…..
Article 29

The individual shall also have the duty:

…..

7. To preserve and strengthen positive African cultural values in his relations with other members of the society, in the spirit of tolerance, dialogue and consultation and, in general, to contribute to the promotion of the moral well being of society;

8. …..

Read the full text of the Charter at http://www.achpr.org/instruments/achpr/
***

C.5 Cultural Policy in the Arab Region Website a Year in Review

Since its inception in March 2009 by Culture Resource, the regional initiative for surveying and monitoring cultural policies in the Arab world has been constantly developing year after year. The ever evolving action mechanisms and plans of cultural policy groups are now being applied in twelve Arab countries, with the support of Culture Resource.

In July 2014, Cultural Policy in the Arab Region website was launched with the purpose of collecting, archiving and displaying tens of reports and news on activities and developments related to cultural policy in the Arab Region. The website also features a database of cultural activists and organizations interested in cultural policy.

Ettijahat. Independent Culture Organization (Ettijahat. Independent Culture Organization, Beirut, Lebanon) runs the website and acts as the regional coordinator of the program launched by Culture Resource. Ettijahat is particularly focused on conducting research and publishing reports on matters related to cultural policy, updating exploratory surveys and issuing reports on regional developments in the matter of interest, all done in cooperation with the 12 national groups presently active in their respective countries.

Web site. http://www.arabcp.org/
Contact. http://www.arabcp.org/site/contact
***

C.6 Balancing Act Africa: 2015 - a pivotal year for the audiovisual sector

The year 2015 was marked by change and innovation in the audiovisual industry in Africa, the area has seen the birth of new TV channels, new VoD platforms related to Africa, now DTT services available in some countries in Africa and some new products TV programs.

A debriefing seminar on the digital transition in Francophone Africa organized by the OIF from 8 to 11 December, 2015 in Cotonou, Benin, helped to review the startup experiences of TNT in 26 presentations including 13 experiences National across Africa.
According to the latest report from Ernst and Young relayed by UNESCO, cultural industries (including television programs, music, advertising, radio, video games, etc.) in Africa and the Middle East would generate 58 billion dollars and employ 2.4 million jobs, representing 1.1% of GDP (gross domestic product), and 3% of the total in this sector. Read the report at http://www.worldcreative.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/EYCulturalTimes2015_Download.pdf
In Africa production and viewing movies now are drivers of growth and employment in the creative industries, with such hits as Nollywood, the Nigerian film industry, which directly employ 300,000 people. Yet the African market is unstructured and cultural goods are widely distributed through the informal economy, which could employ 547.500 people and generate US $ 4.2 billion of revenues in, according to the report.

http://www.balancingact-africa.com/news/broadcast-fr/issue-no29/a-la-une/joyeuses-f-tes-de-fi/bc_fr
Source / read the entire article: BalancingAct Africa, December 18, 2015

***
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D. News, institutions, resources and events in other regions

D.1 ACP Cultures +: New Exclusive Study on Cultural Training Courses In Acp Countries
Published by the ACPCultures + Programme the study into ACP cultural training courses provides a comparative analysis on the availability and accessibility of cultural management and cultural entrepreneurship training programs in ACP countries. Access the study at
www.acpculturesplus.eu/sites/default/files/2016/01/13/study_acp_cultural_training_courses.pdf
Fast and convenient to consult, this study identifies best practices, strengths and weaknesses, issues and challenges of the cultural training sector in ACP countries. The analysis is accompanied by a directory of ACP institutes and/or cultural training programs. Without being exhaustive, around 200 training programs have been inventoried. They are presented in the form of data sheets highlighting information such as the country where the training takes place, the delivered curriculum, duration, pedagogical principles, accessibility conditions and possible prerequisites, obtained certificate, etc.

This database of ACP artistic and cultural training courses is available in FileMakerPro and Excel format. Access the data base at http://acpculturesplus.eu/?q=en/content/study-acp-cultural-training-courses. The FileMakerPro program is accessible for free for one month and downloadable at http://filemaker-pro.fr.softonic.com/. In the Excel document, researches can be made through several filters such as artistic discipline, country, region, type of certificate, etc.

The directory will be regularly updated. Do not hesitate to share information on new artistic and cultural training programs in ACP countries by returning the completed form to the following address: acpculturesplus@acp.int.

Read more at http://acpculturesplus.eu/?q=en/content/study-acp-cultural-training-courses
***

D.2 International Entrepreneurship in the Arts by Lidia Varbanova
Published by Routledge, Canada, htis book focuses on teaching students, artists, and arts managers specific strategies for expanding creative ventures that are already successful domestically to an international audience.

Applying concepts, models and tools from international entrepreneurship theory and practice, Varbanova analyzes how they function within the unique setting of the arts and culture sector.
The book includes case studies covering a range of countries to provide students with practical insight into the issues and challenges facing real arts organizations. Aimed at students interested in the business aspects of arts and cultural ventures, the book will also be of use to practitioners who are looking at ways to internationalize their own enterprises.

For more information or fo placing an order visit http://www.amazon.com/International-Entrepreneurship-Arts-Lidia-Varbanova/dp/1138844357
***
D.3 The Sarajevo Encouter (Le rendez-vous de Sarajevo, 3-5 February 2016)
This meeting is intended to be a special time for exchange of know-how, experiences and ideas among the members of our network and the local political and cultural actors about a universal question: "How culture fosters intercultural dialogue?".
Organised in partnership with UNESCO, the French Embassy, the French Institute in Bosnia and Herzegovina, this encounter is meant to permit to discover the cultural initiatives and experiments in this country that has experienced tragic events and to promote new models of cultural partnership, new concepts and future connections to incubate, (re)forge the bond and networking.

More at
http://www.lesrencontres.eu/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=133&Itemid=89
***
D.4 African Globalities – Global Africans - 4th African Studies Conference of Pécs (University of Pécs, Hungary, 9–10 June 2016 - Call for papers
The Africa Research Centre of the University of Pécs will host its fourth international interdisciplinary conference on Africa. The working language of the conference will be English.

By the 21st century African countries have become more integral part of global processes ranging from trade to regionalization, security to sports diplomacy.

It is therefore prime time to re-visit what globalization means for Africans, what global realities are defined by the Africans themselves and how Africa is seen, as well as African development is interpreted by other global actors. At the same time, the significant aspects of globalization, trends and tendencies of both internal and intercontinental migration need a closer look at, especially in light of the recent refugee crisis in Europe. The organizers welcome paper proposals addressing the various issues such as Emerging economies, Europe-Africa relations and Migrations.

We encourage possible participants to give a special attention to the cultural dimensions of these issues. Those interested are requested to send their abstracts of maximum 300 words not later than midnight of 7 February 2016 to tarrosy.istvan@pte.hu.

***

D.5 International Conference on Multilingualism in Africa (London, 8-9 September 2015)

Organized by the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), University of London, and the University of Cologne (Germany), the international conference on "African multilingualism: motivations, Modalities, movement and meaning" took place with the participation of a great number of African and international experts concerned by the issue.

The various speakers presented and analyzed the experiences related to multilingual practices in African countries. It emerged virtually unanimous about the African reality as a multilingual native and intrinsic component of African social structures.

While multilingualism is often experienced as deviant in some Western societies including the United States, in Africa, it is a rule rather than an exception.

It was stressed that the management of African languages, language policy, even research approaches, have so far largely ignored this state of affairs. Existing models still tend to promote an ideal monolinguistic essential ingredient, it is believed often to the consolidation of national unity in African countries.

Web site: http://www.britac.ac.uk/events/2015/African_Multilingualism.cfm
***

D.6 Creation out of Crisis, A Historic Moment to Leverage Arts and Culture’s Contribution to Social Change in the Arab Region

Dec 2015 - The Danish Center for Culture and Development has recently released the report Creation out of Crisis, A Historic Moment to Leverage Arts and Culture’s Contribution to Social Change in the Arab Region, authored by Moukhtar Kocache.

Creation out of Crisis aspires to contribute to a broader perspective on arts and culture in the Arab region, by capturing emerging trends relating to the impact of arts and culture on social change and development, and by bringing forth evidence and insight to stakeholders working in the field, as well as to a larger public with interest in the dynamics between arts, culture and change processes in the Arab region.

By providing short surveys of the socially engaged art sectors in Tunisia, Egypt, Palestine, Jordan, Lebanon and Syria - and recommendations to help structure and support the region’s emerging community of social change artists and culture initiatives in a complex funding landscape- this paper aims to inspire academia, artists, local and international donors, and local practitioners to explore, strengthen, and sustain efforts in the field.
Read the report in English at http://issuu.com/cku-centerforkulturogudvikling/docs/creation_out_of_crisis_by_moukhtar_/1. Read the report in Arabic at http://issuu.com/cku-centerforkulturogudvikling/docs/creation_out_of_crisis_arabic_by_mo/1
***





***

E. Actualités culturelles dans la presse africaine/Cultural Agenda in the African Press

E.1 Links to portals

http://fr.allafrica.com/arts/bydate/?n=1
http://www.africaonline.com/site/africa/arts.jsp
http://www.afrol.com/categories/culture_arts

http://weekly.ahram.org.eg/2003/646/culture.htm

***

E.2 Selected information from Allafrica/
Ethiopia: Art - the Invisible Cultural Diplomat

Performing art in general and theatre in particular have a significant role in nurturing tolerance among people of different culture. Beside serving as a means to build national consistence, theatre has social and economic benefit for a given country. Contrary to the perception that most people think theatre is for entertainment it goes beyond that. In a multinational country like Ethiopia where various Nations, Nationalities and Peoples live together theatrical art has a significant place in cementing their relationships.

http://allafrica.com/stories/201601141145.html
***

South Africa: Minister Dissolves Pansalb Board

Pretoria — Arts and Culture Minister Nathi Mthethwa has dissolved the board of the Pan South African Language Board (PanSALB) with immediate effect. He took this decision saying that there was no common understanding between the department and the board as to what the strategic role of the board should be. The board also had difficulties in understanding or aligning to the frameworks governing the relationship between the executive authority and the board, which impacted on the budget vote. http://allafrica.com/stories/201601141462.html
***

Africa: OIF - Launch of the support program for entertainment

The Organisation internationale de la Francophonie (OIF) launched late 2015 a call for nominations for two of its flagship programs in supporting the live performances. This is the "On Stage" program to support the dissemination of contemporary works on the occasion of festivals and tours and "Limited Edition" which supports access to training for designers in the fashion industry and textile arts. http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/201601210904.html
***

Côte d'Ivoire: Act concerning the film industry - Experts on before implementing decree projects

Slowly but surely, Ivory Coast adopts a regulatory framework on cinema. Objective: To boost the sector, which is being rebuilt, after years of lethargy. In this perspective is held at the initiative of the management of regulation and in the Ministry of Culture and Francophonie, a workshop for the validation of the Enforcement Decree of drafts of cultural policy and establishing Law the law relating to the film industry.

http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/201601141603.html
***

DR Congo: Archivists and the International Council on Archives organized an international symposium in 2016 in Kinshasa

Kinshasa will host in 2016 an international conference of archivists with the participation of the International Council on Archives (ICA). This announcement was made in Yaoundé at the international symposium of science and business of documentary information, held from 2 to 3 December 2015. "The International Council of Archives has agreed to come to the Democratic Republic of Congo to popularize its strategies on archives in Africa.
http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/201512311147.html
***

Moroccan Cultural practices are the subject of a survey by the Association "Racines”

A survey on the cultural practices of the Moroccans was launched by the Association "Racines" for cultural development in Morocco and Africa, to identify citizens' needs and expectations, and thus develop proposals for a cultural policy of proximity. In a statement the Racines Association, the survey was launched in preparation for the second edition of the national consultation on Culture in Morocco (November 2016).
http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/201512310592.html (Fr)

***

Mauritius Aspires to Become World Cultural Capital, Says Minister of Cultue

Mauritius aspires to become a cultural capital of the world while making of the Arts and Culture sector a new pillar of the Mauritian economy in the context of the economic diversification programme, said the Minister of Arts and Culture, Mr Santaram Baboo. speaking at a press conference in Port-Louis on the major achievements of his Ministry for the year 2015 and the forecasts for 2016. The major highlights for 2015 consist of the various activities organised in the context of the National Festivals to promote cultural diversity in the country while safeguarding national unity and consolidating the process of nation building.

The forecast for 2016 include: assistance sought by UNESCO for an expert to draft a legislation in line with the 1980 Belgrade declaration on the Status of the Artist; construction of a stadium for music; promotion of cultural tourism; review of regulatory framework for Rights Management Services whereby the Copyright Act of 2014 will be reviewed; the elaboration of a strategic plan for the future orientation of the Ministry; and the rehabilitation of the museums. http://allafrica.com/stories/201601080326.html
***

E.3 Selected information from Panapress/Informations provenant de Panapress

Nigeria: Govt plans 365 cultural festivals in a year

Nigeria's Federal Government has announced a plan to unveil a Calendar of arts and cultural festivals that will include one festival per day all year round, as part of efforts to pep up the culture sector, encourage tourism and diversify the economy away from oil.

***

African states and the AU invited to further promote the culture of the continent

January 21, 2016 - Senegalese and South African cultural agents in Dakar urged African States and the African Union (AU) to recognize the role that culture can play in economic and social development of the continent and to invest more in this area. "Our leaders should be more interested in culture." said the President of the Network of African cultural journalists, Alassane Cissé speaking at a round table on cultural relations between Senegal and South Africa. The roundtable was organized by the South African Embassy in Senegal, in collaboration with Brand South Africa, the marketing agency dedicated to the promotion of the brand image of South Africa. With the theme "Reinventing the future towrds the Agenda 2063 of the African Union: the ties that are linking us". It fits into the context of meetings initiated by Brand South Africa with several stakeholders on the continent. (Source Pana).
http://www.infosplusgabon.com/index.php/actualites/submenu-1/2246-afrique-les-etats-africains-et-lua-invites-a-promouvoir-davantage-la-culture-du-continent
***





***
F. Info from newsletters and information services

F.1 News from the web site of UNESCO's Communication and Information Sector

Access to information is our right – A practical guide for the promotion of access to information in Morocco

Produced with the Moroccan context in mind, the guide Access to information is our right provides general information about freedom of information as a universal right, as well as more practical details on the means to access public information in Morocco. In addition, the publication includes recommendations addressed to different stakeholders, seeking to ensure that freedom of information is effectively guaranteed in practice implementation in Morocco, as well as some good practices or success stories in promoting it.
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/communication-and-information/resources/publications-and-communication-materials/publications/full-list/acceder-a-linformation-cest-notre-droit/
Web site: http://www.unesco.org/new/fr/communication-and-information/resources/publications-and-communication-materials/publications/
***

F.2 Acorns - News from the International Federation of Arts Councils and Cultural Agencies

Algeria: Promoting the national and official language Tamazight to consolidate national identity

Minister of Culture Azzedine Mihoubi has said that the promotion of national and official language Tamazight should consolidate national identity. http://www.aps.dz/algerie/34570-la-promotion-de-tamazight-langue-nationale-et-officielle-consolide-l-identit%C3%A9-nationale
***

Algeria: Ongoing development of activities and texts about the book market

Culture Minister Azzedine Mihoubi said his department has initiated the development of the implementing legislation relating to the law on the activities of the book market.
http://www.aps.dz/culture/34316-elaboration-en-cours-des-textes-d-application-de-la-loi-sur-les-activit%C3%A9s-et-le-march%C3%A9-du-livre
***

Ghana: Let's have a national policy to guide creative arts industry

A Research Officer at the Copyright Administration, Northern Sector Office in Kumasi, has called for a strategic national policy to guide and sustain the Ghanian creative arts industry.
http://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/regional/Let-s-have-national-policy-to-guide-creative-arts-industry-402748
***

Cultural and creative spillovers in Europe

Arts Council England has recently launched Cultural and creative spillovers in Europe, the output from a European research partnership that has attempted to establish a baseline of knowledge by taking a scientific approach to a set of commonly held assumptions about cultural and creative spillovers and the relationship between these and wider society. http://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/regional/Let-s-have-national-policy-to-guide-creative-arts-industry-402748
Web site: www.ifacca.org
Contact: info@ifacca.org
***

F.3 Zunia Up-date

An underwater art museum, teeming with life

For sculptor Jason deCaires Taylor, the ocean is more than a muse — it's an exhibition space and museum. Taylor creates sculptures of human forms and mundane life on land and sinks them to the ocean floor, where they are subsumed by the sea and transformed from lifeless stone into vibrant habitats for corals, crustaceans and other creatures. http://zunia.org/post/an-underwater-art-museum-teeming-with-life-0
Web site: http://zunia.org/cat/culture
Contact: info@developmentgateway.org
***

F.4 Africultures
Creation in China of a research center on Africantelevision and film
This is a premier: China has a research center on African television and films. Established since December 11, 2015, the centre is housed in the Zhejiang Normal University. Its goal is to improve the understanding and cooperation with African nations. "Although China has a pioneering role in the world in terms of cooperation with Africa in the fields of economy and infrastructure, the Chinese still have a limited understanding of Africa, and many Africans know the China only through its cuisine and martial arts, "said the center's director, Liu Hongwu. Read the entire text at http://www.agenceecofin.com/audiovisuel/2312-34738-la-chine-a-cree-un-centre-de-recherche-sur-la-television-et-les-films-africains
http://www.africultures.com/php/index.php?nav=murmure&no=19259
***

F.5 South Planet

Niger Network of Cultural Journalists (Réseau des journalistes culturels du Niger – RJCN)

Born in November 2014 the Network of Cultural Journalists of Niger has set itself the objective the valuation of the Nigerian culture through the new information and communications technologies (ICTs). The RJCN also organizes training sessions aimed at strengthening the capacity of journalists working in the field of culture. The recent 2015 training program focused for example on "cultural journalism in the era of the internet and social media: What opportunities and challenges for cultural journalists?".

http://www.lesahel.org/index.php/component/k2/item/9796-culture--des-journalistes-%C3%A0-l%C3%A9cole-de-la-diffusion-culturelle-%C3%A0-l%C3%A8re-de-linternet-et-des-m%C3%A9dias-sociaux
Web site: http://www.spla.pro/
Contact: http://www.spla.pro/contact.php
***

F.6 Newsletter Casa África

The Programme “African literature”

 African literature is a Casa África program launched in 2009 with the aim of bringing the Spanish public the main voices of contemporary African literature. With this project, Casa África wants to help to remedy this gap, providing the presence in several Spanish cities of the foremost writers of the continent, dando special priority to authors published in the Casa Áfrican Literature Collection.
Site web: http://www.casafrica.es/
E-mail: info@casafrica.es
***

F.7 Culture resource – Mawred (Beirut)

The priority concerns of Culture Resource – Mawred for 2016
In 2016, Culture Resource – Mawred focuses on improving its long-standing services and developing new programs in response to the increasing obstacles and changing environments. Some of these include:
· New programs for travel and artist support;
· Improvements to and expansions of previous programs, like Abbara and training in Cultural Management;
· Expanding Culture Resource events;
· The 7th Spring Festival taking place this year in three locations in the Arab region.

***
Intercultural theater training and collaborative production - Alexandria, Egypt – Belfast, UK

The project will result in a joint theater production between Terra Nova Productions and Sailors For Arts to take place in summer 2017 exploring the issues around immigration and refugees. The initial phase will involve two week-long intensive training workshops for emerging actors, one in Belfast and one in Alexandria, which will cumulate in 'work in progress' presentations that will showcase the actors skills and enable exploration and debate on issues around immigration and refugees, and which will serve as the basis for the final joint production. http://www.mawred.org/latestnews.htm
Web site: http://www.mawred.org/
Contact: mawred@mawred.org
***

F.8 Agenda 21 Culture Circular

The 2nd edition of the "International Award UCLG – Mexico City – Culture 21"
The objective of the Award is to recognise leading cities and individuals that have distinguished themselves through their contribution to culture as a key dimension in sustainable cities. It has two categories: the City / Local or Regional Government Award, which recognises a city, local or regional government the cultural policy of which has contributed significantly to linking the values of culture (heritage, diversity, creativity and transmission of knowledge) with democratic governance, citizen participation and sustainable development, and the Individual Award, which recognises an internationally renowned individual contribution. Deadline: 15 March 2016. Read the Rules of the Award http://award.agenda21culture.net
Web site: http://www.agenda21culture.net/
Conact: info@agenda21culture.net
***
F.9 South African Art Times

Five predictions for the art market in 2016

The Art Newspaper | Georgina Adam: Last year ended dramatically, with terrorist attacks in Europe, the Middle East and the US, and an escalation of the Syrian conflict. The global economy slowed, stock markets were stagnant and commodity prices stayed low. As we went to press, luxury goods looked like having their weakest year since 2009, with just 1% growth. http://arttimes.co.za/five-predictions-for-the-art-market-in-2016/
Web site: http://www.arttimes.co.za
Contatc: broadcast@arttimes.co.za
***

F.10 CERDOTOLA Newsletter

Heritage and Cultures: Bilingual - International an African Scientific magazine of Popularization of CERDOTOLA Call for papers

CERDOTOLA launches its first magazine, which is meant to be a Pan African Bilingual Quarterly of Scientific Popularization. This magazine, which aims to sketch an appropriate methodology to the debate on issues of African heritage and identities, intends to mobilize around this editorial project, an advanced African and Africanist expertise. For more information visit the https://www.facebook.com/notes/cerdotola-pageofficielle/appel-international-%C3%A0-articles-pour-la-premi%C3%A8re-%C3%A9dition-du-magazine-patrimoines-/1027309644002321
Web site: www.cerdotola.org
***
Call for Candidacy for Researcher or Associate Researcher Status (e) –of CERDOTOLA

This call gives a follow-up to the recommendations of the Researchers, Experts and Academics who participated or not CERDOTOLA International Symposium 18 to 21 June 2015 in Yaounde entitled "Africa in search of a culturally sustainable development: the place and role of African traditions in the contemporary dynamics of emergence." In doing so in 2016 following the many requests to integrate CERDOTOLA as Researcher or associate resercher CERDOTOLA invites those interested to send their applications no later than February 8, 2016 at 23:59 min. electronically to the Executive Secretary: cabinet.se@cerdotola.org, Read more at http://www.cerdotola.org/fr/news/2016/01/25/rentree-scientifique-2016-du-cerdotola-et-appel-a-candidature-au-statut-de-chercheur-e-associe-e-au-cerdotola
***




***
Please send addresses, information, and documents for the OCPA list serve, database, documentation centre and web site!

***
Thank you for your interest and co-operation
***
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